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EDITORI AT of the Church and belief in them necessary for acce 
ordination into the ministry of the Church. 
: Fi 
° a. It was after the 1923 meeting of the General 
Rationalizing Assembly, when this affirmation of essential doc- pt 
Unbelief trines of the Church was made for the third time, terp 
that the liberals in the Northern Church wrote and 
Ever since the Auburn Affirmation was signed signed the Auburn Affirmation. It is an historical hr 
there are those who have insisted that the issue fact that the Auburn Affirmation came as a protest Aff 
raised is not a doctrinal one; it has been claimed against a doctrinal interpretation which the liberals thes 
that it was simply a constitutional protest against could not accept. thei 
an action of the USA General Assembly. 
P , As to the Standards of the Presbyterian Church. v 
A new defense of the Auburn Affirmation has Inspiration—The Auburn Affirmation states: “The pre’ 
now been published in “The Presbyterian Outlook doctrine of inerrancy, intended to enhance the adn 
of April 5th, written by Judge D. H. Edington, of authority of the Scriptures, in fact impairs their hap 
Mobile, Ala., under the heading, “The Auburn Af- supreme authority for faith and life, weakens the ties 
firmation - An Analysis.” testimony of the Church we power of God - ; 
: ? . salvation through Jesus Christ.” Here we have 
ene athe deference fo Judge Edington, who like the ainazing statement that. faith inthe entie Io 
Church, this is not an analysis because it completely pen a a’ we a a in ~~ jur 
ignores the history of the situation which led up peor cipaicoe: Rtg Dhamgge oe | Rigg tha 
to the Auburn Affirmation. It further ignores the put a a = auth rod ible must contain errer The 
Standards of the Presbyterian Church which are a 
directly involved. Finally it ignores the theological Against this position read the Confession of I 
implications in the case. Faith. In Chapter I, Section 4, we find, ‘The 4 = 
Aa 45 the Mictere which ted em to the Aah thority of the Holy Scriptures, for which it oug the 
Affirmation. This jlo in tthe USA ‘Church to be believed, dependeth—wholly upon God (who the 
began when New York Presbytery licensed and is truth itself) the author thereof; and therefore 
ordained several men who, at their examination, a ree be — ee = a pe 
stated that they did not believe in the virgin birth AG, ORS es ke a ~ od on ' 
of our Lord, or His bodily resurrection. A protest —— faith, a a ee bm the = mi! 
of this action of New York Presbytery was filed be ieee ak tae Hime if a kin thes a the 
with the General Assembly. As an indirect reply thority of Go a pn wee © oe : 
to this protest the General Assembly reaffirmed The Auburn Affirmationists believe such faith in 
the historical interpretation of certain essential the Word as harmful, and repudiate their own de 
doctrines. These were—the plenary inspiration of Confession of Faith in so doing dic 
the Scriptures, the virgin birth, the vicarious atone- ; 
ment, the bodily resurrection of our Lord and the Virgin Birth. Either Christ was virgin born, of of 
historical and factual accuracy, of the recorded He was not. There is only one “theory® compatible [i 
deemed necessary for ordination into the Secihe- with the Bible record and the facts of our Lord’s tr: 
Sates Sthameethe US A v coming into the world, and that is that He was se 
ne re ° virgin born. Any other “theory” must contend that W 
Despite this action of the General Assembly, He was either a bastard or the natural born son of 
New York Presbytery did not change its position Mary and her husband. No law court in the world 
and these men continued in the ministry. would allow the Biblical record to be true and then is 
Agitation for an honest interpretation of the Se ee er ee 
Standards of the Church continued and in 1916 Atonement. The Scriptures affirm that Christ m 
and again in 1923 the General Assembly reaffirmed died on the cross for our sins. They affirm this m 


these five doctrines as being essential doctrines 








again and again. The whole of the Old Testament 
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record of sacrifices points to the “Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world.” The 
Bible further clearly states, “He that despised 
Moses law died without mercy under two or three 
witnesses: of how much sorer punishment, suppose 
ye, Shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sancti- 
fied, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto 
the Spirit of grace?”’ The vicarious atonement is 
not a “theory.” It is the very Gospel itself. 


Resurrection. Christ either arose from the dead, 
with the same body which was crucified, as the 
Bible makes so plain, or His resurrection was a 
pious hoax. There is no room for theorizing about 
this matter. It can be, and is denied, but there is 
no room for theory. 


Miracles. The Word of God records many mira- 
cles of our Lord. Unquestionably there were many 
others about which we know nothing. But, the 
records of those we have are clear and one either 
accepts or rejects them. 


Finally, no law court would admit in testimony 
a witness which “interprets” facts so that they 
actually become fables instead of facts. Such “in- 
terpretation” is not interpretation but denial. 


In like manner, it is impossible to say, as do the 
Affirmationists, “We all hold most earnestly to 
these great facts and doctrines,” and then permit 
their denial as they go on to do. 


We would also question Judge Edington’s inter- 
pretation of the meaning of the Affirmation. He 
admits that the use of the word “theory” was per- 
haps unfortunate but states that it is simply a ques- 
tion of the method of arriving at a like faith. 


Let me illustrate. A man has been killed and his 
body has been viewed by the coroner’s jury. The 
case now comes to trial. At the trial the judge and 
jury do not admit witnesses who question the fact 
that the man is dead. This admits to no theorizing. 
The question is how he was killed and by whom. 


Evangelicals insist that there are certain doc- 
trines of Christianity which by the Bible and by 
the standards of the Church may admit to theoriz- 
ing as to how God may have worked to perform 
them but never to denial that they actually hap- 
pened. 


To theorize on how God made possible the 
miracle of the virgin birth is one thing. To deny 
that it occured is an entirely different thing. 


To theorize on how God raised Christ from the 
dead is theologically permissible. To deny that He 
did rise from the dead is heresy. 


To theorize on the enormity of sin and the love 
of God which made it necessary for Him to send 
His Son to die for our sins may be good theological 
training. To deny that Christ shed His blood to 
——— us to God is to give the lie to His 

ord, 


_ To speculate on the wonders of Christ’s miracles 
is profitable. To deny that they occured is folly. 


The Auburn Affirmation was written that men 
might deny these essential doctrines and still re- 
main ministers in good standing in the Church, 
“worthy of all confidence and fellowship.” 
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Finally, the theological implications of the Au- 
burn Affirmation go to the very heart of Christian 
belief. Here we find claimed the right to question 
the essential doctrines of historic Christianity, 
doctrines which are taken from and sustained by 
the Bible and which have been the very heart of 
the Christian message from the time of the 
Apostles. Further we find these doctrines clearly 
stated in the Standards of the Church. Finally we 
find men demanding the right to stay in the min- 
istry of the Church while questioning the consti- 
tution of that Church. Here we find men asking, 
not for a constitutional change in the Confession 
of Faith but a right to deny its obvious interpre- 
tation. 


The Auburn Affirmation is not a pretty picture. 
We do not question that there were men, possibly 
many of them, who signed this document without 
carefully reading it and without considering the 
history which brought the Affirmation into being. 
But, one cannot read this document, and consider 
what lies back of it, and fail to come to the in- 
escapable conclusion that it is an attempt to legal- 
ize and rationalize unbelief. 


If those in our Southern Presbyterian Church 
who advocate union with the Northern Church 
try to minimize the significance of, or defend 
the Auburn Affirmation, they will do so ill ad- 
visedly. No successful union can be consummated 
on those grounds. 


On the other hand, we will welcome a union 
with all who will agree that these five essential 
doctrines, attacked by the Auburn Affirmation, 
are essential doctrines for ordination. 


It may be that much time and heartache will 
be obviated if we will make the issue of union stand 
or fall right here. In fact, all might be happier 
if this cleavage might be permitted to widen and 
all who do believe these things unite on the one 
hand and let those who demur join on the other. 


This one thing we predict; only those who base 
their ministry and their hope on that which the 
Auburn Affirmation questions will find their work 
standing the test of time and eternity. —L.N.B. 


What Has Judge Edington 
Done With The Virgin 
Birth In His Analysis Of 
The Auburn Affirmation ?* 


It is highly desirable to have our eminent jurists 
study the Auburn Affirmation, as a document, 
in the light of its history, and in the light of the 
five doctrines that the USA Assembly declared 
essential to ordination. And no jurist is more 
highly esteemed in the Synod of Alabama than 
Judge Edington. But as a good jurist and as a 
good Presbyterian, the Judge will be the first to 
admit that this high esteem does not carry with 
it the right to speak with papal infallibility. 
There are some of us who still think that a charge 
of modernism is supported by a study of the docu- 
ment and of the history out of which it came. 


* The Auburn Affirmation: An Analysis, by Hon. 


D. H. Edington, The Presbyterian Outlook, April 5, 
1948. 
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i i diction- 
The Judge describes “explanation” as the 
ary mothe of theory. According to my Webster's 
the first meaning of theory 1s: Contemplation; 
speculation.” Explanation may be a rough — 
mary of what this dictionary gives as its .- 
meaning. On what authority does the Judge e- 
clare that this is “its dictionary meaning - 


But one finds a more serious difficulty with the 
Judge’s analysis. He asserts that the five essentials 
declared by the General Assembly of the Northern 
Church were: “Inspiration of the Scriptures, In- 
carnation, Atonement, The Resurrection, His 
mighty works or miracles.” This is an inaccurate 
statement. The Minutes of the Assembly of 1923, 
page 253 give the second of these essentials in 
the following language: 

“2. It is an essential doctrine of the Word of God 
and our standards that our Lord Jesus Christ was 
born of the Virgin Mary.” And because he mis- 
stated the five points, therefore the Judge has mis- 
interpreted the Auburn Affirmation. He permitted 
the Affirmationists to catch him with their 
sophistry. 


The Auburn Affirmation professes to accept the 
Incarnation but dismisses the Virgin Birth as 
one of the theories which men may give to ex- 
plain the doctrine of the Incarnation. The Affirma- 
tion thus says that one does not need to accept 
the Virgin Birth of Christ. According to the Af- 
firmation the Virgin Birth is not a fact but a 
theory (the word occurs four times), a speculation, 
an explanation of the way some people explain 
the doctrine of the Incarnation. According to the 
five points, the Virgin Birth of Christ is essential 
for the proper ordination of a Presbyterian min- 
ister. According to the Bible God did become 
incarnate for us men and for our salvation by 
means of the Virgin Birth of Christ. We deny the 
right of the Auburn Affirmationists to assert that 
this is either a theory or a speculation or an 
explanation which one does not need to accept 
for Presbyterian ordination. The Bible teaches not 
only the Incarnation of God but also the Virgin 
Birth as the way of this Incarnation. Both the 
Incarnation and the Virgin Birth are articles of 
the Christian Faith. Our first Presbyterian ordina- 
tion vow requires us to accept the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testament as the Word of God, 
the only infallible rule of faith and practise. 


As a matter of history the Auburn Affirmation 
was drawn up to protect the ordination of certain 
Union (N.Y.) candidates for the ministry who did 
not accept the Virgin Birth as one may ascertain if 
he reads the minutes of the Northern Assemblies 
before and after the issuing of this document. The 
Affirmationists threatened to split the USA As- 
sembly if that body enforced its 1925 condemna- 
tion of the ordination of Van Dusen and Lehman 
who said they were unable to accept the plain 
statements of Matthew and Luke on the Virgin 
Birth. On the basis of the Auburn Affirmation 
the USA liberals succeeded in sustaining the ordina- 
tion of ministers who did not accept the Virgin 
Birth of Christ. And these same liberals succeed- 
ing in getting their Assembly not to concur with 
us in our interpretation of the ordination vows as 
including the Virgin Birth, of Cedar Rapids Over- 
ture to 1941 U.S.A. Assembly. We earnestly hope 
that the distinguished Alabama jurist will restudy 
the Auburn Affirmation and stand with us for the 
Virgin Birth as a fact and a doctrine the acceptance 
of which is properly involved in the ordination 
vows to which we subscribe. —Wm. C. Robinson. 
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Which Way Is The 
Wind Blowing In The 
U.S.A. Church? 


Just a few years ago Edwin H. Rian wrote “The 
Presbyterian Conflict’? which presented documented 
evidence in regard to the doctrinal delinquencies 
and ecclesiastical tyrannies in the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A. Since that time many have won- 
dered what is taking place in this Church since the 
eviction of conservative ministers on non-Scrip- 
tural grounds. 


The liquidation of conservatives from this 
Church left the machine group with very little 
voice opposition. Because of this fact some have 
wondered if the recent attitude of the machine 
toward conservatives has changed. Recent develop- 
ments indicate that the leopard has not changed his 
spots. The Presbyterian of Philadelphia stated re- 
cently that Dr. Harold John Ockenga has been dis- 
missed from Pittsburgh Presbytery to the Congre- 
gational Church. Dr. Ockenga has been preaching 
for some time in the Park Street Church of Boston, 
Mass. The pastors of this historic Church for the 
most part have been Presbyterians. Two of them 
have been moderators of the Northern General 
Assembly and all have been committed to evan- 
gelical Christianity. 


Why did Dr. Ockenga leave the Northern Pres- 
byterian Church? We are told that it was due to 
the fact that he became President of the Fuller 
Theological Seminary. The Fuller Theological Semi- 
nary is a new institution, with an unexcelled faculty 
devoted to unadulterated evangelical Christianity. 


The crime committed by Dr. Ockenga was his 
acceptance of the presidency of this evangelical 
seminary. Dr. Ockenga has stated that his transfer 


was due to the suggestion of the clerk of the pres- 
bytery. : 


Such a request from Pittsburgh Presbytery comes 
with poor grace as we recall that for a number 
of years Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin, Dr. Henry P. Van 
Dusen and others have served in the independent 
Union Theological Seminary of New York. Instead 
of being forced to resign from the Northern Pres- 
byterian Church because of this connection they 
have been elevated to the highest ecclesiastical po- 
sition in this denomination. 


During the past week it has been reported that 
Dr. F. Bronkema has been ousted from his po- 
sition as professor at the University of Dubuque, 
Dubuque, Iowa, a Northern Presbyterian College 
and seminary. It is also reported that more than 
half of the student body are leaving with him as 4 
protest against the humanism and liberalism taught 
there. It is indicated that the whole affair 1s 
similar to the experience of Dr. Machen. Dr. 
Bronkema was given only 30 days to get out of his 
house and find a new position. 


In the light of these and similar incidents we 
are unwilling to become subject to a tyrannical 
ecclesiastical machine that has demonstrated its 
ruthlessness on a number of occasions. 


In the February issue of The Presbyterian 
Tribune the liberal mouth-piece in the Northern 
Presbyterian Church there was an article entitled, 
“The General Assembly and Democratic Action 
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by Ware W. Wimberly. Here he wrote, “We Pres- 
pyterians do a lot of boasting about our repre- 
sentative democracy. On the level of sessions, pres- 
byteries, and synods it is possible we have some- 
thing to brag about, although even in presbyteries 
and synods we ministers pretty much run the show. 
But on the General Assembly level to say we have a 
representative democracy is wishful thinking, self- 
deception, or something more culpable.” Mr. Wim- 
berly admitted that “In the General Council the 
real power lies.” 


Regardless of the plan of union we do not want 
to become a part of a heartless organization that 
smiles with favor upon men who are disloyal to 
the Confessional Standards of the Church and 
punishes those who take seriously their ordina- 
tion vows and endeavor to defend the faith once 
for all delivered to the saints. —J.R.R 


If The Salt Has Lost 
Its Savor (Saltness) 


Salt is invaluable. When about a year ago a 
rumor spread that salt was getting scarce, con- 
sternation reigned among many farmers until the 
scare was over. But if salt has lost its saltness, it 
is the most worthless thing in the world; it is lit- 
erally “good for nothing.” 


Christians are of inestimable value to the world, 
but if they lose their distinctive quality, the grace 
and power of God, they, too, are worthless. In 
fact, they are worse than worthless; they are an 
offense and a stumbling-block. 


Salt must penetrate in order that it may pre- 
serve. The saving grace of God must sink p oto 
into our souls, if we are to be preserved ourselves, 
and act as a preserving agent in a corrupt world. 
Every farmer knows that the salt must get into 
the meat, if the meat is to be kept from spoiling. 
Has the grace of God penetrated our lives? 


Salt creates thirst. If we Christians have real 
saliness will not others become thirsty for the 


same Christ and the same Salvation that we pos- 
sess? 


Salt makes things taste good; the most un- 
palatable food in the world is that which contains 
no salt. Are we Christians making life worth liv- 
ing, and are we showing the unsaved around us 
that life without Christ is not worth living? Many 
people are finding life a dull and dreary existence. 
Are we giving a real meaning to life, so that the 
multitudes will also yearn for the abundant life 
which we experience—a life of quiet peace and 
overflowing joy? 


Salt checks and overcomes decay; it is one of 
the best antiseptics and preservatives. Are we 
Christians checking the corruption in society and 
preserving the good? If not, why not? Has the 
salt lost its saltness? 


Our world is in a sad condition. Back of all our 
Political, social, and economic troubles, and ex- 
plaining them, is our spiritual and moral decay. If 
we take the number of Christians in the world we 
would think that here is enough “salt” to check 
this decay. Something is the matter, and we can- 
hot help but feel that the Saviour is indicating 
that “something” when He speaks these words. 


Should there not be a great longing in our 
hearts that our “saltness” be restored? In ma- 
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terial, salt-bearing rock, this is impossible; all 
that can be done is to throw it away. But in spir- 
itual matters the case is different: saltness can be 
restored. Sometimes apostasy has gone so far that 
nothing can be done; Ephraim is joined to her 
idols, let her alone; but God is very long-suffering 
and merciful, and He can revive even a “valley of 
dry bones.” 


A real revival must start in the Church; and we 
feel that it must start right here: “Have salt in 
yourselves.” —J.K.P. 


“Do Not Quote Me” 


This Journal was founded for the express pur- 
pose of stating, defending and propagating the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ as revealed in the 
Bible and contained in the Standards of our Church. 


This was done because of the obvious declension 
from evangelical Christianity on the part of many 
and the changed emphasis of others, a change 
which has greatly weakened the testimony of 
virile Christianity in our time. 


We were and are convinced that Protestantism 
is weak today to just the degree we have per- 
mitted stalwart faith in revealed doctrines to be 
supplanted by an indifference to these doctrines, 
and test of Christianity to become social conscious- 
ness. For the gospel of faith there has been sub- 
stituted a gospel of works, a gospel which is weak 
because it will include all who will practice it, 
regardless of their motivating faith. 


With this rather verbose preamble we come to 
the question of this Journal attacking specific in- 
stances of disloyalty to the Word of God and the 
Standards of our Church. 


During the past ten days we have received a 
long letter from one of the most outstanding min- 
isters of our Church. In this letter he calls to our 
attention a glaring act of a professor who has 
ridiculed parts of the Old Testament to his stu- 
dents. The reporter of this incident would be happy 
to have this Journal take up this issue but the 
informant says, “Do not quote me.” 


We will gladly take suitable steps to denounce 
any man who teaches as we are told this man 
has taught. But, we refuse to be a party to what 
amounts to an anonymous attack on a man. 


There are men whose low view of inspiration 
have been transmitted to their students and who, 
because of this, have done great harm to indi- 
viduals and the Church as a whole. But, these same 
men first captivate those who come under their 
influence by their scholarship, personalities, and 
erudition, and few of those affected by their de- 
structive teaching ever sense what is taking 
place in their lives. Carbon monoxide gas is odor- 
less and for that reason all the more dangerous. 
So the insidious teaching of unbelief, (instead of 
faith) works slowly and all the more dangerously. 


For instance; theories of inspiration which actu- 
ally destroy the witness of the Bible, denials of 
portions of the Word, questioning of essential 
doctrines like the deity of our Lord, his virgin 
birth, His miracles, His atoning death, His bodily 
resurrection; any questioning of these truths we 
consider worthy of the strongest protest. 
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If individuals will testify to unsound teaching 
or furnish us with the evidence of this teaching 
we will consider it a duty to expose it to the full. 
Otherwise please do not say, “Do not — 


Whom Shall We 
Follow? 


Christians should regard intellect and scholarship 
as a means to deeper understanding of and love 
for God. But, wisdom which is true wisdom must 
always be subservient to God and His Word. 


We now see the amazing spectacle of some 
Christian leaders who slavishly follow men, rejoic- 
ing when these men stumble on truths, already 
known and accepted by believers, and stumbling 


and questioning when these same men deny other 
truths. 


In other words we have the phenomena of men 
accepting the minds of other men as their final 
source of authority. The philosophical approach is 
good, but only in as far as it brings one to faith 
in the final authority, the Bible itself. 


We are thankful for every statement of truth 
which Barth or Brunner or Niebuhr may make, but 
these men, their minds and their philosophy stand 
or fall on the authority of the Word of God and all 
will be wise to recognize this fact. 


Men may bolster their unbelief and find excuse 
for it in the unbelief of others but they and we 
all stand or fall by standards divine, not human. 


The occasion of this editorial is the obvious de- 
votion some have to other men’s opinions regard- 
less of where those opinions may lead. As we 
stated in the beginning, intellect and scholarship 
are most desirable when completely surrendered 
to the One in Whom wisdom dwells. —L.N.B. 


———— 


God Is Not In A 
Hurry 


The visions of the Divine Glory granted to the 
saints of the Bible reveal God as dwelling in ma- 
jestic composure. He passes by Moses in stately 
tread, He sits before Isaiah upon a throne, in the 
Person of the Lord Jesus He stands to receive the 
dying Stephen and appears in the midst of the 
seven golden candlesticks to instruct the aged John. 
He is never seen in an attitude or act of haste. 
He who is above time is always on time. 


We poor humans, even when saved by grace, 
are not easily delivered from impatience. Espe- 
cially is this true in Americans today. Hurry is a 
national trait, and it infects Christians. It is said 
that one hundred years ago if a man missed the 
weekly coach, he sat down and waited seven days 
for the next one; fifty years ago if a man missed 
the afternoon train, he was not too perturbed 
about waiting twenty-four hours; but today if a 
man misses one section of a revolving door, he is 
upset over the delay. 


Our impatience robs us of joy. We want to be 
successful now in that piece of work. Is it not the 
Lord’s work? Should it not be accomplished at 
once? The answer of God’s providence may be 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Apr. 15, 1948 


“no”. We are running ahead of the Lord. We are 
straining too much. So our joy is diminished ang 
we do not rest in the Lord. 


Our impatience leads to discouragement jp 
prayer. We have prayed five years, let us say 
for that loved one to be saved. Is not every day 
a day of peril for a lost soul? Are not gifts of 
personality being squandered that could count for 
much in the Lord’s work? Why doesn’t God hear 
and save. 


God just does not hurry. The world was in a lost 
condition after Adam’s fall. Yet God allowed the 
dreary centuries to roll on before the fullness of 
the time was come when He sent forth His Son. 
The world today is in a bad way, yet God is long. 
suffering and Christ has not yet come again in 
glory. “One day is with the Lord as a thousand 


years, and a thousand years as one day.” (II 
Peter 3:8). 


It may do us good to sit apart for a while 
and to look at an oak or a giant redwood. God 
took time to make those trees. Then it is certainly 
profitable to reflect on Bible history and Church 
history. Growth, often painfully slow, is a process 
of God. Our reflection should serve to make us 
give proper place to prayer every day, to wait 
on God for clear guidance, and to rest more 
contentedly on Him. 


“Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 
Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of Thy peace.” 
—C.N.W. III. 


A Layman’s Study 


The frevuency and the voluminousness of re- 
ports by Mr. L. E. Faulkner on the activities of 
the Federal Council have caused some to refuse 
to take the time to read them. Others have made 
it a personal matter and sought to belittle Mr. 
Faulkner and his work. 


Mr. Faulkner, a Presbyterian elder and a promi- 
nent business man, has spent more time than 
any man in our Church studying the official records 
of the Federal Council. 


On a few minor details Mr. Faulkner’s reports 
have been questioned but on the overwhelming 
mass of findings he has been devastatingly cor- 
rect. 


The issue of the Federal Council is not being 
helped by those who reflect on either Mr. Faulk- 
ner’s zeal or his findings. Personalities have n0 
place in such discussions. Let the facts, pro and 
con, be the deciding factor. —L.N.B. 


Christ And His Church 


The Church—The Living Community of The 
Living Lord Jesus Christ—Karl Barth. A paper 
read to the 1947 meeting of the Continuation Com- 
mittee of the World Conference. 


According to the great Swiss theologian the 
Church is a dynamic reality which speaks of the 
Lord Jesus Christ risen from the dead. It is His 
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community hastening to meet His coming revela- 
tion. The time between the resurrection and the 
second coming is the time of the Church. In this 
period Jesus Christ uses His sovereignty to win 
men’s free obedience. God’s revealing work in 
Christ becomes a Word so directed to certain men 
that they give a corresponding answer. The Chris- 
tian community is gathered of those who hear 
Christ’s call and respond in Christian obedience. 
And this occurs where the Holy Scripture convinces 
men by the power of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
and they coniess themselves enlightened and over- 
come by this testimony. Community or congregation 
is a better word than church, but it ought to 
signify the event of being gathered by Christ into 
a living community. 


Only as the Church is from above, from God, 
through the event of His Word and Spirit, is it 
removed from all threats, justified, sanctified, 
purified and protected against the Evil One. Only 
as it is in Christ is it kept from threats that 
arise from temptation, from disciples heavy with 
sleep, from entanglement in the philosophy of the 
world. Wherever an institution is so full of other 
things that Christ ceases to call and men cease to 
respond the Church ceases to be the Church. The 
only unity is in Christ. The one who gathers the 
Church is the living Lord. Apart from Him there 
are dead communities and it is not possible for 
the living and the dead community to live together 
in peace and form a single community. 


In the renewal of the Church the reformation 
corresponds to the original formation and hence 
can only come from the living Lord. He alone can 
keep a threatened community from death, He 
alone can awaken a dead community to life. He 
and He alone is the Church’s hope. Barth sees the 
living community only in the congregation and 
opposes every hierachy of bishops, consistory, 
church council, synods, presbyteries, or general 
councils with power to direct the congregations. He 
fears that any higher human office or machinery 
will interfere with the only Head, King and Bishop 
—our Lord Jesus Christ—speaking His own Word 
to make and keep alive His congregations. Accord- 
ingly, Barth comes out for congregational polity 
and holds up the Pilgrim fathers to our emulation. 


In distinction from Barth we hold that the 
Church is to be found prior to the Resurrection 
of Christ in Israel, and later in the pious remnant 
of Israel. In our opinion Jesus Christ did not found 
a new Church, but He re-founded the old Church 
on taith in His Messiahship. We agree with Him 
that the Church is the living congregation gathered 
by the Word and Spirit around the living Lord. 
We also agree that there is no room for any cffice 
higher than the minister of the Word and that no 
higher court has any right to make its decision 
to be law for the congregation. 


Our Southern Presbyterian founding fathers 
magnified Christ as the sole King in Zion and wrote 
this large into our Book of Church Order, para- 
graphs 8, 9, 10, 11, 19, 58, 179. In the light of this 
current exposition of the essence of the Church 
we need to re-emphasize these great cardinal po- 
sitions of our Presbyterianism. But that is exactly 
what the Plans of Union fail to do. The 1943 Plan 
curtails our doctrine of the sole Kingship of Christ 
m a most radical way, but the 1947 Plan is still 
Worse, omitting both our Paragraph 19 and the 
phrase from our Paragraph 9 “enforcing His own 
laws,” which the 1943 Plan included. 
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There is some hope that the Southern Presby- 
terian Book of Church Order will save the Church 
for the call of her living Lord. In the face of acts 
like those of the USA Assemblies of 1861, 1866, 
1934-36, we ought to recognize that the Plan of 
Union will place men’s decrees between the congre- 
gations and the gracious Word of the Living Lord 
Jesus Christ. Dr. D. M. Allen has diagnosed the real 
issues which divide the Southern Presbyterian 
Church into a charge that we conservatives do not 
live in this age. In the light of current studies on 
the Church and the Kingship by such scholars as 
K. L. Schmidt, Barth, Cullman, Visser’t Hooft, 
Hromadka and the documents witnessing to the 
testimony of the confessing Churches of Germany, 
Holland, and Norway, we affirm that the Southern 
Presbyterian Book of Church Order which we con- 
servatives support is much more up-to-date in its 
doctrine of Christ’s Kingship over His Church than 
is the 1947 Plan of Union which his associates sup- 
port. —Wm. C. R. 





What Visitation Evangelism 
Has Meant To Us 


By Rev. C. N. Weisiger III 


Pastor First Presbyterian Church 
Augusta . Georgia 


The suggestion has come from our Assembly’s 
Director of Evangelism, Dr. H. H. Thompson, that 
a report be given in these columns of a recent ef- 
fort in visitation evangelism in the First Presby- 
terian Church, Augusta, Ga. It is pleasant to add 
a word to the many testimonies already given by 
other churches and pastors regarding this method 
of reaching unsaved and unchurched people. 


We followed the recommended procedure very 
closely. A list of about 125 prospects was compiled. 
Two or three weeks beforehand some 24 laymen 
were chosen as visitors. This choice was difficult 
as there were as many more men who could have 
served. It is planned to ask them later on. Prayer 
was offered in advance for the success of the cam- 
paign. The men met for 6:30 P.M. supper Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. The ladies who 
served the suppers were asked to have special 
prayer as the men went out. After supper there 
was a period of instruction, led two nights by Dr. 
H. H. Thompson and two nights by the pastor. It 
so happened that every night there was an odd 
man so the pastor went calling too. 


It is hard to describe the joy of the men as they 
returned that first night to report. Every team 
had at least one decision of some kind. The men 
were jubilant and seemed to want to stay around 
and talk of their experiences. 


The second night was more difficult. The pros- 
pects were not of equal grade usually because there 
had been less cultivation in some cases. The visitors 
did not linger in the church office as much as they 


had the night before. 


The third night was very fine with results more 
like the first night, and the fourth night was good 
considering that we were running out of prospects. 
Almost 70 decisions were secured as a result of the 
visitation. 


Membership Sunday was set four weeks later so 
that the pastor might follow up every decision with 
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an interview as to the way of salvation and a defi- 
nite experience of Christ. This involved every free 
night the pastor had for several weeks as well as 
Saturday afternoons. 


Most of the people who made decisions followed 
through joyfully so that 50 presented themselves 
on Membership Sunday. About 7 definitely backed 
down, and the remainder were deferred for further 
pastoral attention. 


Perhaps the greatest blessing came to those 
adults, some 15 in number, several of whom were 
in their 60’s, who were professing Christ openly 
for the first time. One lady said to the pastor as 
she went out the door of the church that morning, 
“t’m so happy!” 


Almost as great was the blessing which came to 
the men of the church and of our Westminster 
Chapel who did the visiting. They were radiant 
with the zeal and power of God and have since 
been insistent on carrying on the programs one 
night a month, in addition to efforts on their o 
initiative. : 


Blessing has spilled over into all the organi- 
zations and activities of the church and chapel. 
Greatly increased attendance, a much larger budget 
and a concern for people have been marked results. 





<< 


It is generally felt that the prayers of 5 years for 
revival in this old church are being answered. For 
example, on Palm Sunday, the climax of an at. 
tendance campaign in the Sunday School which 
coincided with our visitation evangelism, we had an 
attendance in the Sunday School breaking aj] 
records back to 1926, beyond which date we have 
no figures. 


A feature of the campaign was the hapny ¢. 
operation with the Greene Street and Reid Me. 
morial Churches. Both of these churches have had 
in the last two years up to and including this effort 
an unprecedented growth under the leadership of 
the Rev. B. Herman Dillard at Greene Street 
and the Rev. Massey M. Heltzel at Reid Memorial, 
In cases where there were conflicts among the 
prospects the three pastors settled beforehand which 
church seemed to have the largest claim upon the 
particular prospects in question. 


All of us who had any share in the work are 
convinced that we are fortunate to have Dr. H. H. 
Thompson in the place of leadership in which he 
serves. We thank God for the Methodists who pio- 
neered in re-discovering this apostolic method of 
evangelism. And we render all the glory to the 
Lord of the harvest, who, though one man plants 
and another man waters, alone can give the in- 
crease. 





“Eye To Eye In Church” 


By Rev. J. E. Cousar, Jr., D.D. 
Florence, S. C. 


At a recent radio forum, Senators Homer Fergu- 
son (R-Mich.) and Irving Ives (R-N.Y.) supported 
President Truman’s civil-rights program, while 
Senators Allen Ellender ((D-La.) and John Sten- 
nis (D-Miss.) opposed it. Afterwards, according to 
Drew Pearson, Senator Ives was “ribbing”? Sena- 
tor Ellender. ““You know, I can’t understand how 
you and I can disagree on this question, at least on 
its religious fundamentals,” said the New York 
Senator. ““We’re both Presbyterians.” 


“T’m a Presbyterian too,’ observed the new 
Mississippi Senator. “I guess that makes it unani- 
mous,” grinned Ferguson, “So am I.” “Well, if we 
aren’t a bunch of dandies,’”’ exclaimed Ives. “‘Here 
we are fighting about something on the radio that 
we’d probably see eye to eye in church.” 


Senator Ives is unquestionably correct so far as 
he and his colleague, Senator Ferguson, are con- 
cerned. They see “eye to eye” on the political 
matters, and in this they have the backing of their 
church, which is, presumably, the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America. But Sena- 
tors Ellender and Stennis, who are evidently 
“Southern” Presbyterians, could have replied that 
their church does not see “eye to eye” with its 
sister denomination in the North. 


The Presbyterian Church U. S. A. is thought by 
many to have ceased the practice of making de- 
liverances upon purely political matters since the 
unfortunate division such a deliverance occasioned 
in 1861. As a matter of fact, a study of the actions 


of its General Assembly since 1910 will reveal 
that this is not the case. Pronouncements have been 
made touching such diverse fields as the Federal 
Employment Service, Social Security, the League 
of Nations, the World Court, the Exclusion Act, 
the Tariff, the 18th Amendment, the Volstead Act, 
the Acheson Report, the Taft-Ellender-Wagner 
Housing Bill and the Federal Reclamation Law for 
the Central Valley of California! 


It may startle some of us to be informed that the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., in a number of de- 
liverances has given strong support and backing to 
every one of the controverted items called for in 
Mr. Truman’s message on civil-rights. We desire 
briefly to cite some of these. 


The F. E. P. C. 


“General Assembly urges the Churches, in de- 
fense of the Negroes and other racial minorities’ 
right to employment and vocational education on 
the basis of skill and training, to use Executive 
Order 8802, constituting the President’s Fair Em- 
ployment Practice Committee, as a standard in 
evaluating the practice of management, labor 
unions, educational authorities, and public of- 
ficials.” (1943, Page 202). 


“General Assembly commends the essential pur- 
pose of the President’s Fair Employment Practice 
Committee as being in keeping with Christian prin- 
ciples, and favors its receiving legislative sanction 
rather than remaining in its present status as al 
executive order.” (1944, Page 232). 
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“We heartily commend the adoption... by New 
York of a State Fair Employment Practices Act. 
These are measures which General Assembly again 
urges for federal action.” (1945, Page 209). 


It thus appears that the General Assembly has 
specifically endorsed federal action on this mooted 
point which is exactly what is being so strenu- 
ously opposed in the South. Where is the Scriptural 
authority for this attempt to bind Christian con- 
sciences? 


Poll Tax 


“We deplore the fact that Federal Legislation 
in regard to lynching still awaits enactment, and 
that barriers such as the poll tax disfranchise 
a host of our fellow citizens.” (1941, Page 164). 


“General Assembly reaffirms its opposition to 
the disenfranchisement of voters through the poll 
ig any property disqualification.” (1944, Page 
233). 


Federal Anti-Lynching 
Legislation 


“.. . We urge Christian people to give vigorous! 
support to all legislation which will eliminate this 
evil, such as the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching, 
Bill.” (1986, Pages 154-155). 


“... We again endorse such legislative measure 
as the Wagner-Garagan Anti-Lynching Act in the 
federal Congress.” (1937, Page 223). 


“We urge the adoption of federal legislation 
that will end the unspeakable evil of lynching in the 
United States.” (1938, Page 167). 


It is to be observed that the General Assembly 
has not contented itself with a resolution against 
lynching nor even with the approval of legislatio 
against this evil. In this every Christian surely ca 
concur, for obedience to the law is taught in the 





form of legislation which in the minds of millions 
of Americans is unjust and unconstitutional? 


Word. But where is there warrant for this miions A 


Segregation ! 


_ “The General Assembly commends the War an 
Navy Departments upon the steps that they hav 
taken towards removing discrimination and segre 
gation of Negroes in the armed forces...” (1944 
Page 2338). 


The 156th General Assembly having declared “it 
conviction that discrimination or segregation o 
the basis of race, creed or color in any form i 
undemocratic and unchristian,” concurring with the 
action of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
In America, the 1946 Assembly resolved that it 
renounces the principle of segregation in race re- 
lations as undemocratic and unchristian, and calls 
upon synods, presbyteries, local Churches, semi- 
haries, colleges and other Church agencies and 
bodies to do likewise.” 


In line with all these quotations the fact would: 
Seem to be inescapable that their church does see 
eye to eye” with Senators Ferguson and Ives. 

ey can say to their constituents that they have 
the backing of their denomination in their support 
of all these issues. But the question which will 
not down is this: If the church (Southern), of 
which Senators Ellender and Stennis are members, 
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shall unite with the northern branch of the de- 
nomination, how will these senators feel if the 
church then goes on record as favoring this legis- 
lation which they in all good conscience are op- 
posing so strenuously? And how will the hundreds 
of thousands of Presbyterians in the South, who 
see “eye to eye” with them, react if in such a 
re-united church there is this continuing support 
of legislation so repugnant to them? Could there 
be any possible peace in a church if such political 
deliverances were handed out from time to time 
in the face of long cherished convictions? Would 
we not in all probability witness another breach 
in the Church, even more disastrous than that of 
1861? 


Some might suppose that Paragraph 15 of the 
Concurrent Declarations of the Plan of Reunion, 
in which it is declared by the reuniting Churches 
“that separation of Church and State is to be re- 
garded as of basic importance,’ would safeguard 
the proposed new church against this pitfall.. But 
is this any stronger than the pertinent statements 
of the Confession of Faith, Chapter XXIII, Of 
the Civil Magistrate, and Chapter XXXI, Of 
Synods and Councils, by which already the Pres- 
byterian Church U. S. A. is governed? Surely it 
would seem impossible to frame a section which 
would pronounce more strongly against the effort 
to bind the consciences of Christians with respect 
to political matters where no moral principle is in- 
volved. But this is exactly what the Presbyterian 
Church U. S. A. did in 1861, and it is precisely 
what it has continued to do until its General 
Assembly of 1947. 


And so our conclusion is that the four senators 
do not see “eye to eye in church.” Two of them, 
indeed, stand upon very precarious ground, since 
by a shifting of opinion it might well come to pass 
that their church might desert them and take a 
— opposing the same things which now it up- 

olds. 


This very real danger can be amply illustrated 
from other actions of that church. For a number 
of years the deliverances of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church U. S. A. were tinged 
with pacifism. For instance, it held in 1934 “that 
Christians cannot give their support to war as a 
method of carrying on international conflict.” 
(1934, Page 201). So strong was this sentiment 
that the General Assembly directed its Board of 
Christian Education to make available to its pastors 
and other leaders blank pledges to the following 
declaration: “I will not cross the borders of any 
nation except in friendship, nor will I support my 
country in such action.” It further ordered that a 
record of subscriptions to this should be sent from 
time to time to the President and the Congress. 
(1934, Page 200). As late as 1941 the General 
Assembly affirmed “‘its conviction that much more 
is still to be gained in meeting the needs of the 
world by America’s remaining free from military 
participation in the present conflict.” (1941, Pages 
166-167). Yet a year later it declared itself as 
believing “that we have no alternative as a na- 
tion but to engage in this war. The Assembly, 
therefore, pledges itself to pray for and to work 
for a righteous victory and an enduring peace.” 
(1942, Page 199). Had these Senators then sought 
constantly to see “eye to eye” with their church, 
they must have often reversed themselves in a 
fashion which could only have caused confusion 
and stultification of conscience. : 
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This same church’s consistent opposition to peace 
time military training must also be a matter of 
present concern to the distinguished senators 
from Michigan and New York. As late as 1947 
the General Assembly reaffirmed its “historic po- 
sition of opposition to peace time military con- 
scription as constituting a dangerous extension of 
regimentation by government.” It has an equally 
consistent record of opposing universal military 
training. In 1934 it protested against “military 
training, especially in our secondary schools and 
colleges, as tending to cultivate the war spirit 
and as distinctly anti-Christian in character.” 
(1934, Page 200). It further declared in 1946 that 
“to prepare to defend ourselves by the very means 
which awaken suspicion and increases tension... 
is an evidence of the folly of the ‘military science’ 
which is so dominant in this country.” In the 
light of these deliverances how will these same two 


senators vote on recent legislation urgently request- 
ed by the President? 


Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson (The Presbyterian 
Outlook, March 29th), has made a statement which 
| might be added as a fitting conclusion to this ar- 
ticle. ““Many sincere Americans” he writes, “have 
a great sympathy for you of the South in your 
desire not to see the Federal Government inter- 
fere more and more in those matters which belong 
to the States.”” Then he adds this remarkable state- 


ment, “It was this very feeling of the General As. 
sembly’s continual interference with local presby. 
teries that caused many men to sign the Auburn 
Affirmation.” If we take this as a true analysis of 
the genesis of that document, then it is certainly 
in order to inquire why a similar protest has not 
been made often in the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of Ameri- 
ca against these many deliverances that have 
been directed against their brethren in the South. 
We have no way of ascertaining whether there was 
any appreciable minority vote when these pro- 
nouncements were before the General Assembly, 
but certainly the record does not seem to ca 
on its face anvthing to indicate that the “sincere 
Americans” who are also Northern Presbyterians 
have been able to do much to eliminate these 
actions that have provoked so much resentment 
amongst us. 


We have cited the position of the Presbyterian 
Church U. S. A. on all these questions not, we 
trust, in a spirit of bitter criticism, but merely to 
illustrate an obstacle which stands in the way of 
the reunion of the Churches. Should we not rather 
pray that they will be brought into one mind in 
the Lord rather than that they should hasten into 
a union which could under the circumstances be 
productive of much conflict and unhappiness? 





The Plan Of Union 


By Rev. D. S. Gage, Ph.D. 
Fulton, Mo. 


The Plan of Union which will be presented to the 
assembly may be modified from the one sent to 
Presbyteries for study and comment. To the Plan 


sent down for study there are the following ob- 
jections: 


1. No provision is made for the property rights 
of Presbyteries or Synods which vote to stay out 
of the union. But if any Church, Presbytery or 
Synod votes to stay out, there is no power to force 
them into the union. Religion is free in this coun- 
try. And as the Southern Church has always recog- 
nized the right of local ownership of property, any 
of these bodies will or may have vroperty rights. 
Churches own their lots, churches and manses. They 
can buy, sell, etc., as they please. No higher court 
ean control them in this regard. Synods own col- 
leges, some Presbyteries have property, and if any 
votes to remain out of the union, this property is 
theirs. It is now theirs. They will never have been 
in the United Church which therefore has no rights 
of ownership in any of their properties. The Plan 
inconsistently gives a Church the right to stay out 
of the union and take its property. But the Plan 
proposed in this case demands that a three-fourths 
vote of the congregation is necessary before the 
Church can stay out. If and when the Assembly 
approves a plan of union and sends it to the 
Presbyteries, only a majority vote is required to 
approve or reject the plan. It is quite inconsistent 
to require a three-fourths vote as the plan does, 
for the individual Church. Further, if the minority 
asks for its equity in the Church property, it is 
provided that the Presbytery may arrange some 


adjudication of the matter. But how can the prop- 
erty of a Church be divided? How divide a 
Church building or a manse? The only sensible plan 
is to state definitely that any Church, Presbytery 
or Synod which by a majority vote decides to stay 
out of the union can do so and take its property 
with it. It is argued by some that no such right 
should be granted—that if the Church as a whole 
decides for union, no lower body should stay out. 
But these brethren have quite as deep a sense of 
what they “should” do—what is their duty in re 
gard to the Lord’s Kingdom—as others. And who 
can say they have no right to follow that sense 
of duty? 


2. The Historical Summaries show that the plan 
is not one of “reunion” as it is called. The Church 
with which we are asked to unite is not the Church 
from which our Church withdrew. We withdrew 
from the Old School Assembly. Later the Old 
School and New School Assemblies in the north 
united without any effort to unify the deep 
theological differences between them. Later, there 
was union with the Cumberland Church whose 
theology is Arminian. These facts were adduced by 
the Auburn Affirmationists as proof that the Pres- 
byterian Church had permitted freedom of thought 
on the part of the ministry to the extent that men 
holding wholly different theologies could be in the 
same organization. 


8. The Plan states that the officers of the Church 
are Ministers and Elders and Deacons. This is 
wholly unscriptural. Nowhere in the New Testa 
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ment are Ministers even mentioned. The only ruling 
officers are Elders. Some of these are said to labor 
in the Word and Doctrine. This gives the basis for 
the position of our Church, for the distinction be- 
tween ruling and teaching Elders. Paul’s words to 
Timothy, “Let the Elders who rule well be counted 
worthy of double honor, especially those who labor 
in the Word and Doctrine,” should settle that 
matter for good. In the Churches being founded, 
many of whose members had been idolators, others 
Jews who had held a very different idea of the 
Messiah’s Kingdom from that taught by the 
Apostles, all would need instruction in the Word 
of God (then the Old Testament), and the Doc- 
trines. Some Elders would be able to give it and 
were specially mentioned by Paul. But it is wholly 
unscriptural to introduce a body of governors 
called Ministers who are never once mentioned in 
the New Testament. 


4. The permission to ordain women as Elders 
is wholly without scriptural authority. Women have 
in the New Testament the position they hold at 
present in our Church. Commended for their good 
works, faith, purity of life, and in other ways but 
never once chosen as rulers. No woman was ever 
a priest in the Old Testament. No woman was ever 
an Elder in the New Testament. This permission is 
definitely unscriptural. 


5. In two points the rules of our Church by which 
we endeavor to maintain the soundness in the Faith 
are to be altered. We do not claim to be the only 
Church teaching sound doctrines. We do not claim 
our Standards to be infallible, but we have ac- 
cepted the Westminster Standards as, in our opin- 
ion, the best presentation of the System of Doc- 
trine taught in the Scriptures. And we by two rules 
endeavor to make sure that our ministers shall be 
sound in that faith. (a) When a man is ordained, 
he is asked to promise that if at anv time he finds 
himself having changed his beliefs in any essential 
matters, he will of his own motion make this known 
to his Presbytery. The Proposed Plan omits this 
pledge. (b) Next, we are required to examine all 
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who seek admission to a Presbytery to be examined 
on his theological views, The Sacraments, and per- 
sonal religion. The Proposed Plan says that Pres- 
byteries may examine. In the Northern Church no 
examination is permitted after the examination at 
ordination. The Proposed Plan is a compromise, 
and a very unfortunate compromise. What Pres- 
byteries will examine one _ seeking admission? 
Doubtless, those concerned for the preservation of 
sound doctrine. Which will not? Probably those 
which are not so much concerned. In the Northern 
Church are many Presbyteries quite sound in the 
Faith. Some of them may decide to examine. The 
Church will soon be divided into two groups—one, 
those who examine, and those who do not. Presum- 
ably those who examine would refuse admission 
if a man seeking admission were found out of 
harmony with the Standards. Else, why examine? 
Men of liheral views would probablv be careful 
not to seek admission to Presbyteries which 
examined. Would this not result in a real division 
in the Church? It would seem better to have ruled 
that all Presbyteries MUST examine or that none 
examine. But those two changes show very clearly 
the difference in this matter between the Churches 
as now existing. The Northern is not as concerned 
as is the Southern over the maintenance of sound- 
ness in adherence to the Standards. 


6. The office of the Elder is lowered from our 
attitude. When a man is ordained to preach, only 
the Ministers give him the right hand of fellow- 
ship. By our rules, Ministers and Elders are on 
practically an equality, and both share in this final 
greeting. The Plan is consistent, however, with the 
distinction mentioned above in making two kinds 
of ruling officers—Ministers and Elders. It has 
been attempted to show above that this distinction 
is unscriptural. There are some other points to 
which objection might be made but the above are 
sufficient to show that the Proposed Plan as set 
down for study has several insuperably objection- 
able points. Some matters are definitely unscrip- 
tural—others are unreasonable. 


The Song Of Solomon 


By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the twenty-ninth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Probably the most disputed book in the entire 

d Testament is the beautiful Song of Solomon. 
Almost everything about the book, its character, its 
date of origin, its author, etc., has been the sub- 
ject of dispute. It is therefore, with much hesi- 
tation and with a feeling of incompetence that one 
undertakes to write about this work. In fact, the 
writer desires merely to set forth what seems to 
him to be the correct interpretation of the book. 
He is well aware of the difficulties involved in such 
an undertaking. Nevertheless, if we believe the 
Song of Solomon to be a portion of the Word of 
God, we must bend our efforts to its study and 
to an endeavor to determine, as far as possible, 
its true nature. 


Some Questions About The Book 


The first verse immediately seems to give us 
some information about the work. We read, “The 
song of songs, which is Solomon’s” (1:1). This 
title itself has been the subject of dispute. There 
are those who think that the phrase “song of 
songs” means a collection of songs or one song out 
of many. But that is not the case. The phrase is 
used to indicate the superlative, as though to say, 
The best of songs. 


In the next place, this best of songs is con- 
nected with the name of Solomon. There are at. 
least two possible interpretations of this phe- 
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nomenon. It may mean that this song is about 
Solomon, or it may mean that this song is by Solo- 
mon, i.e., composed by Solomon himself. In the 
writer’s opinion, the latter alternative is the cor- 
rect one, for phrases of this kind are generally 
employed to designate authorship. 


The Jews, until the early centuries of the Chris- 
tian era, regarded the book as inspired. At that 
time there were those among the school of Sham- 
mai, who had doubts about the canonicity of the 
book. These doubts were raised largely because of 
the peculiar contents of the work. However, the 
opinion of Rabbi Akiba prevailed, namely, that the 
Song was most holy among the books of Scripture. 
Among the early Christians, the book was ac- 
cepted as canonical and no one seems to have 
questioned this. The Second Council of Constanti- 
nople (i.e., in 533), condemned Theodore of Mop- 
suestia because of the literal interpretation of the 
book, but not because he questioned its canonicity. 


The Interpretation Of The Song 


The basic question which confronts the interpre- 
ter is, What does the Song mean? How is it to 
be interpreted? Many are the answers which have 
been given to this question, but on the whole it 
may be said that there are three basic interpre- 
tations or hypotheses as to its nature. These are 
the allegorical, typical and literal interpretations. 


The Literal Interpretation. We have already 
noticed that Theodore of Mopsuestia adopted a 
purely literal interpretation. That is, he regarded 
it as a mere song of human love, written by Solo- 
mon upon the occasion of his marriage to the 
daughter of Pharaoh. It was this same idea which 
had been advanced in the Jewish school of Sham- 
mai. There too, it had been regarded merely as a 
secular love song, and therefore, as unworthy of a 
place in the sacred canon. 


This view has been accepted more or less widely 
in the present day. Some think that the poem is 
merely the account of natural love between a man 
and a woman, and that it has no particular didactic 
or moral import whatever. Others, while holding 
that the Canticle is indeed a song of human love, 
nevertheless assert that it is intended to exalt 
human love and affection. Now, this latter view 
has somewhat to commend it. It is, in the present 
writer’s opinion, perfectly possible that God might 
have desired to include in the sacred canon a work 
which tended to exalt the nobility and purity of 
human love. In the midst of a world of gross 
polytheism and lust, there is constantly needed a 
warning to point men to the Divine standard. 
Monogamic marriage had been instituted by none 
other than the Lord Himself in Eden. When man 
departs from the standard that the Lord has 
established, he brings sorrow and suffering upon 
himself. He must ever be reminded of the need 
for purity of heart. He must ever be reminded 
that true love should exist between one man and 
one woman as the Lord Himself had intended. 
Therefore, if the purpose of the Song of Solomon 
is to teach the purity of marriage, it certainly has 
a high and noble function to fulfill. 


Many of those who espouse a strictly literal in- 
terpretation, believe that the Song is in reality a 
drama. For example, Heinrich Ewald thought that 
it consisted of several acts and scenes. Even the 
great Franz Delitzsch, one of the principal Old 
Testament scholars of the last century, thought 
that in the Song there were six acts, each contain- 
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ing two scenes. Delitzsch, and others who held 
similar opinions, worked out what they believed 
to be a correct analysis of the Song. Now, there 
can be no objection to this procedure, in itself, but 
the all important question is, does the Song readily 
lend itself to such analysis? And the answer js 
that it does not do so. There is no regularly de. 
veloped plot in the Song. Those who espouse the 
dramatic theory usually maintain that we have an 
account of the love of Solomon the king for the 
Shulamite, who returns his love and purifies it from 
the sensual to that which is pure. Delitzsch was 
a serious interpreter of the Bible, and he was sin- 
cerely endeavoring to get at the meaning of the 
text. The arguments against this view, however, 
are too strong, and it must be rejected. 


There is another form of the literal interpreta- 
tion which may be known as the Shepherd Hypo- 
thesis. According to this view the Shulamite, al- 
though tempted by the blandishments of the king, 
nevertheless remains faithful to her _ shepherd 
lover. In the present writer’s opinion, this view 
has practically nothing to commend it. 


Still others have regarded the Song as nothing 
more than the collection of a group of love son- 
nets, or of songs to be sung during the marriage 
week, but this overlooks the continuity that actu- 
ally is present in the book. 


The Typical Interpretation. This view seems 
to serve as midway between the strictly literal and 
the allegorical views. It assumes that the poem is 
basically a love song, but that as a song in praise 
of human love it is also a type of the love which 
Christ has for His Church. It might thus be com- 
pared to the Messianic Psalms. For example, the 
72nd Psalm speaks of a human king, namely Solo- 
mon, but it also goes far beyond Solomon and 
speaks of the Messiah. In similar fashion, the typi- 
cal view would regard the Song. This theory is 
very attractive, but we must ask what Scriptural 
warrant there is for finding in the Song a type 
of Christ and His love for the Church. A true type 
must be of Divine appointment, and there is none 
such for the Song. For this reason, the typical view 
has not been widely accepted. In all probability 
this view first appeared with Honorious of Autun 
(died 1153 A.D.) 


The Allegorical Interpretation. From the earliest 
times the Jews have interpreted the song as ex- 
emplifying the love which God has for His people. 
Christians have adopted this view, applying the 
book to the love which Christ has for His Church. 
Believing scholars, whether Protestant or Catho- 
lic, generally adopt this view. The school of nega- 
tive criticism, for the most part, rejects it. 


The Meaning Of The Song 


The present writer maintains that the Song has 
been correctly interpreted by the Church. He holds 
to what might be called a modified-allegorical in- 
terpretation. In the first place, the Song does cele- 
brate the dignity and purity of human love. This 
fact has not always been sufficiently stressed. The 
Song, therefore, is didactic and moral in its pur- 
poses. It comes to us in this world of sin, where 
lust and passion are on every hand, where fierce 
temptations assail us and try to turn us aside from 
the God-given standard of marriage. And it re- 
minds us, in particularly beautiful fashion, how 
pure and noble true love is. Will anyone say that 
this message is not needed? Will anyone say that 
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it is not timely? As long as there is sin in the world, 
we need the Song of Solomon. 


This, however, does not exhaust the message 
of the book. Not only does it speak of the purity 
of human love, but also it reminds us of the love 
of Christ for His own. It reminds us of this. I do 
not say that it is a type of Christ. That is probably 
going too far, and we do not have Scriptural 
warrant for such a statement. But it does turn 
our eyes to Christ. It might be regarded as a tacit 
parable. In that sense, it appears to me, we may 
regard it as an allegory. This does not mean that 
it is possible to carry through the application to 
Christ in detail. At this point I disagree with many 
Christian expositors. As yet, I am not convinced 
that this can be done. But the general thrust of the 
book is Christward. The eye of faith will here be 
reminded of the one Love that is above all earthly 
and human affections—even the love of the Son of 
God for lost humanity. 


There remains one very important question. How 
can the book be interpreted in detail? In answer 
the writer would say that there does appear to 
be an underlying unity and continuity in the book. 
But scenes appear to change—new scenes are in- 
troduced, and it is almost impossible for the West- 
ern mind to appreciate this. The book is Oriental, 
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not Occidental. The gracious God, in inspiring the 
writers of Scripture, took into consideration their 
human characteristics. Hence, the Bible is an Ori- 
ental book, and particularly is this true of the 
Song of Solomon. 


We of the West, therefore, must studv the book 
carefully in order to appreciate it. We must learn 
the nature of an Oriental book; we must learn 
to appreciate its beauty. The arrangement in the 
Song may not appear to us to be logical—but what 
of that? Let us look at it as it was intended to 
be regarded. Again, we may perhaps stumble at 
the candor of some of the descrivtions, but is not 
such candor far better than the false prudery 
which sometimes appears among us? The Song is 
extremely beautiful. We should read it with care 
and with an understanding heart. We should en- 
deaver to follow its meaning, and to rejoice in the 
purity of the human love of which it speaks. But 
we should also lift our eyes to the One whose love 
far transcends that of mere humans, and we should 
ever remember the great love wherewith He has 
loved us. When we read the Song of Solomon, our 
hearts will be purer, and we shall realize all the 
more the heinousness of that temptation which 
would lead to unfaithfulness among those who are 
married. We of this twentieth century need badly 
to return to the Song of Solomon. 


A Philosophy Of Life According 
To The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. J. Allen Cabaniss, Ph.D. 
University, Miss. 


(This is the fourth of a series of four installments under this heading.) 


IV. Duty: (b) The Means of Grace. Questions 
85-107. The moral law is the duty which God im- 
poses upon all men, regenerate or unregenerate. 
he means of grace have reference only to the 
duty of the regenerate man. Before the moral law 
man stands derelict, condemned. But a way of 
escape from the wrath and curse of God has been 
provided. This way has both an inner and an ex- 
ternal aspect. 


Interiorly God requires faith in Jesus Christ. 
This is an abject reliance upon “the mercy of 
the court,” a casting aside of all other considera- 
tions, an unqualified confidence in the Son of 
God as He is portrayed and offered to us in 
Holy Scripture, Repentance is also required. Only 
in the knowledge of Christ can a sinner come 
to a realization of two things: the hideousness 
of his own sinfulness and the amazing mercy of 
God. As a result, he turns in horror from his 
sin and endeavors anew to obey God. 


Interestingly enough a larger space (twenty 
questions and answers) is devoted by the Cate- 
chism to external aspects of the means of grace 
than to the inner (only two questions and 
answers), a matter of proportion that has been 
disastrously neglected in modern Protestantism. 
These “outward and ordinary means whereby 
Christ communicateth to us the benefits of re- 


demption are 
prayer...” 


The Word is twofold, written and preached. 
The latter implies the necessity of the visible 
Church and an Apostolic ministry commissioned 
to preach the Word. Or in another manner of 
speaking, the Word creates the Church and is in 
turn one of God’s gifts (only with the ministry 
and sacraments) to the Church. The Word (writ- 
ten and preached) is the only effective instru- 
mentality of directing one to Christ and of build- 
ing him up in Christ. The necessity of an active 
and prayerful preparation rests upon him who 
would hear the Word to good effect. He must 
receive it into his heart with loving trust and 
then work out its precepts in his every day life. 


The two Scriptural sacraments, Baptism and the 
Eucharist, are of Dominical origin, and as in the 
ease of the preached Word presuppose the ex- 
istence of a valid ministry properly authorized to 
administer them. In: them through external signs 
Christ and the benefits of the covenant of grace 
are once again vividly presented and applied to 
believers for the confirmation of their faith. 
This is accomplished not through any merit in 
the elements themselves, nor in the minister, nor 
in the faithful recipient, but only through the 
Divine appointment and blessing. 


. . the Word, Sacraments, and 
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The sacrament of Baptism, wherein water is 
applied to believers and their children in the 
name of the Holy Trinity, is a solemn pledge ad- 
ministered by God testifying to our participation 
in Christ and His covenant. On our part it is an 
affirmation of our willingness to belong to the 
Lord. The Eucharist, wherein bread and wine are 
given and received according to the Scriptural 
injunction, is the means whereby worthy believers, 
who are alert and enlightened, actually, really, 
and dynamically, albeit spiritually, partake of 
their Lord and His benefits, with a resultant 
strengthening and invigoration in grace. 


The third means of grace mentioned by the 
Catechism is prayer. As the Decalogue teaches 
us how to act, so the Lord’s Prayer teaches us 
how to pray. (The Apostles’ Creed, which is a 
part of the Westminster Standards and is always 
printed with the Shorter Catechism, completes 
the traditional method of instruction by teaching 
us what to believe. I have dealt with it else- 
where.) 


The preface of this form and rule of prayer 
sets the tone of all prayer by addressing God as 
“Our Father,” indicating both our relationship 
to Him and to each other. Six petitions follow: 
the first three having reference to the purposes 
of God, the others to our need. 


We pray that God may be glorified in every 
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conceivable ma..ner, that the power of Satan may 
be broken, the present area of Divine grace ex. 
tended, and the glorious fulness of God’s King. 
dom may come quickly. We pray that God may 
incline us “to know, obey, and submit to His 
will,” as the angels do, so that it may be accon- 
plished here on earth “as it is in heaven.” 


For ourselves we beg that we may have all 
that is needful for our earthly life as well as 
for our spiritual growth. Since we are of our. 
selves unable to repay God for all His favor, we 
ask that He will forgive our error. We acknowl- 
edge, however, that, since we are all bound up 
together in the “bundle of life,” we can expect 
such action from God only if we freely extend 
mercy to our fellow men. Finally, in our frailty 
we ask that if possible we be not put to the test 
by the allurements of the devil; but in the event 
we are, we pray that the power of Almighty God 
will rescue us. 


As this rule of prayer began with a formal 
invocation or preface, so now it closes with a for- 
mal doxology or conclusion, rounding out its ful- 
ness as a liturgical form. As in the case of the 
preface, this conclusion reminds us that our only 
basis for prayer is the nature of God Himself, 
that all things—even the heart to pray—come 
from Him, and of His own have we given back to 
Him Who is the Amen, the covenant-keeping God. 





Lesson For May 2: Nehemiah 
Rebuilds Jerusalem 


Scripture: Nehemiah 1-7; Devotional Reading: 
Psalms 122:1-9. 


Jerusalem, the Holy City, was the center of 
thought and affection to the pious Jew. Psalm 122 
is a beautiful expression of this love which they 
had for the city of David. 


In Nehemiah we find one of the exiled Jews 
whose heart was still in Jerusalem, and although 
he held a good position as cupbearer to the king, 
we find him willing and ready to sacrifice all in 
the service of his people. As a noble patriot, states- 
man, and leader of great practical ability, Nehem- 
iah has no superiors and few equals, either in 
sacred or profane history. He is one of the greatest 
characters of the Bible. 


We might sum up his work in this simple way: 
Nehemiah; The Man Who Could Say No, and mean 
it. Three expressions used by him bring out this 
fact: “but so did not I” (5:15); “I cannot,” (6:3); 
“T will not (6:11). We might add that, like Moses, 
he said No to a life of ease and luxury, to take up 
a hard job. 


Chapter I: Nehemiah Hears Sad News. This news 
comes to him while in the palace at Shushan. It is 
distressing tidings. The remnant of the Jews are 
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in great affliction, the wall of the city is broken 
down, and the gates burned with fire. 


The effect of this information reveals Nehemiah’s 
character. First, he wept, mourned, and fasted; 
then he prayed, and his is a model prayer for all 
who love their country. It is a heart-felt confession 
of sin. How few of us, in praying for our country, 
begin right! He recognized that his people had 
wandered from God, broken His commands, and 
deserved all the punishment that had come to them. 
“Both I and my father’s house have sinned. We 
have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have 
not kept the commandments.” Then, he reminds 
God of His gracious promise that, “if ye turn un- 
to me,” I will gather them from thence. The prayer 
closes with an appeal to God to hear and grant 
him favor with the king. This is one of the best 
samples of real prayer that we find in the Bible, 
especially prayer of a statesman for his land. 
Prayers like this in Washington would do much to 
bring our country back to God. We need more 
confession of sin, and then, reliance upon the 
gracious promises of God. (See also Daniel’s prayer 
for his people, Daniel, 9). 


Chapter II: The Journey to Jerusalem. King 
Artaxerxes noticed the unusual sadness of his cup- 
bearer, and enquired the reason. It was a danger- 
ous thing for a cupbearer to be of a sad counten- 
ance when serving the king. These old Eastern 
monarchs were very suspicious and self-centered. 
There is one verse here which reveals a great deal 
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as to Nehemiah’s prayer-life. When the king said,-: 


“For what dost thou make request?” we read, “So 
I prayed to the God of heaven. And I said unto 
the king.”” We know a minister who, when he takes 
the receiver down to answer a telephone call, makes 
it a rule to breathe a prayer that he may be guided 
aright in answering the call. Is not this similar 
to what Paul means when he says, “Pray without 
ceasing’? We should always be in direct touch with 
“The God of heaven,” so that we can ask His help 
at a moment’s notice. 


It is not surprising that his request was granted, 
and he was given letters to the governor, and the 
keeper of the king’s forest. A man who prayed as 
Nehemiah prayed, was bound to succeed. 


He comes to Jerusalem, and with a few men 
makes a secret survey of the work to be done. He 
sees the greatness of the task, but calls upon the 
Jews to rise up and build. His reason for encourage- 
ment was the “good hand of his God upon him.” 
This is one of his favorite expressions. He readily 
acknowledged that it was the hand of God, and 
not the hand of man, that would bring success. 


Chapter III: The Men Who Builded. This chapter 
is a detailed account of the work done by the men 
on the wall. Verse 12 is well worth noticing: “And 
next unto him repaired Shallum, the son of Ha-lo- 
sheth, the ruler of the half part of Jerusalem, he 
and his daughters.’”’ The women, as usual, took an 
active part in the work of God. 


Chapter IV: The Adversaries Again. As in the 
rebuilding of the Temple, so here we have those 
who tried to hinder the, work. 


In the last part of Chapter 2 these men were 
mentioned: Sanballet, Tobiah, and Geshem, the 
Arabian. The Arabs and the Jews are still adversa- 
ries, as we note each day in the headlines of our 
newspapers. 


These men tried Ridicule as their first weapon. 
Tobiah makes fun of their work in these well- 
known words: “even that which they build, if a fox 
go up, he shall even break down their stone wall.” 
Ridicule has ever been a favorite method with 
those who would hinder the work of the Lord. 


Finding that they could not stop the work by 
making fun of it, they proceed to conspire against 
them and to fight. 


_ Nehemiah meets these assaults in his character- 
istic and practical way: (1) He makes his prayer 
to God, (2) sets a watch. (“Watch and pray” is 
the way Jesus put it). He orders that all the 
builders carry arms, working with one hand while 
they hold their weapons, and have a sword girded 
by their sides. 


Then there came discouragement from within. 
Judah said, “The strength of the bearers of burdens 
is decayed, and there is much rubbish, so that we 
are not able to build the wall.” Adversaries with- 
out; discouragement within. This made the task 
more exhausting. Nehemiah, however, encouraged 
them, working with them, and setting the example 
in all things. He gives the people credit for their 
part, saying “the people had a mind to work.” 


Chapter V: Further Discouragements. These 
came in the nature of complaints from the common 
people that their brethren were mistreating and 
enslaving them. They had mortgaged their lands, 
Vineyards, and houses, and even sold their children 


into bondage. Nehemiah rebukes this scandal and 
crime, the people rally to his support, and these 
abuses are stopped. 


In verses 14-19 we have the record of his own 
unselfish service. The former governors had lived 
off the citizens. Nehemiah not only supported him- 
self, but fed a great many at his own table. He is 
an unusual example of an unselfish, patriotic, 
public servant. How many of us today would 
measure up to this high standard? 


Chapter VI: More Wiles of the Adversaries. The 
three foes were not through with their schemes. 
They had found that ridicule and active opposition 
failed to stop the progress of the wall-building. 
Now they try to entice Nehemiah himself. First 
they make him a proposition that he come and 
meet with them for a conference in one of the 
villages. His reply is a classic: “I am doing a great 
work, so that I cannot come down.” There is great 
safety in being busy doing a “great work.” David . 
was overcome by temptation when he was idle, and 
many of our severest temptations come when we 
are unoccupied. Our adversaries are always anxious 
to “discuss matters’ and waste our time, while 
the business of the Lord is neglected. Can we not 
learn a most important lesson from this? Why 
waste time debating with the opponents of Christ? 
Let us keep busy; working; not talking with them. 


They try next to frighten this great leader. A 
messenger comes and urges him to go into the 
Temple and shut the doors; “they will come and 
slay thee.” “‘And I said, “should such a man as I 
flee? I will not go in.” He soon finds out that this 
+ al has been hired by Sanballet and 

obiah. 


“So the wall was finished.” We can almost hear 
a sigh of relief from the heart of this leader. We 
find three sufficient and suggestive reasons for 
the success of this enterprise: (1) The people had 
a mind to work, (2) They had a most efficient 
“governor,” (3) God’s good hand was upon them. 


Chapter VII: A Genealogy: An Old Testament 
“Honor Roll.” 


Lesson For May 9: Ezra Leads 
A Religious Revival 


Scripture: Ezra 7:6-10; Nehemiah 8-10; 13. De- 
votional Reading: Psalms 119:9-16. 


It is very fitting that one stanza of the 119 
Psalm should be chosen for our Devotional Read- 
ing. This whole Psalm has to do with God’s Word 
—its excellences, and its work in the hearts of 
men. “Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I 
might not sin against thee.” 


It was the reading of God’s Word that brought 
about the Great Revival about which we are 
studying today. Let us see some of the contribut- 
ing factors in this Old Testament Revival: (1) The 
Man; Ezra, (2) The Book—the Law of God, (3) 
The People,” (4) The Spirit of God. 


I. The Man; Ezra: Ezra 7:6-10. 


1. He was a “ready scribe in the law of Moses.” 
He belonged to the class of men who copied, and 
in his case, at least, studied the Word of God. The 
scribes of Jesus’ day arrayed themselves against 
Him, along with the chief priests and the Pharisees, 





Page 16 





and other ruling classes. Ezra was of a different 
type from these. 


2. The Hand of the Lord his God was upon him. 
This is the same expression used so much in con- 
nection with Nehemiah. The “hand” of God stands 
for the power of God: these men were men of 
power. 


8. He had prepared his heart to (1) seek the 
law of the Lord, (2) to do it, (3) to teach it. 
The heart in the Bible usually stands for the whole 
inner man; intellect, emotions, will, when we have 
prepared hearts we may be sure that the Word of 
God will work wonders. It is very much like what 
Jesus meant when He spoke of the “soil.” In Ezra 
we have soil of the finest quality, and we are not 
surprised at the rich harvest. May we emphasize 
these points: 


(1) To “seek the law of the Lord.” We are to 
seek, if we expect to find: we are to search for 
the hidden treasurer that is in ‘“‘The Book,” like a 
miner seeks for gold, for it is better than much 
fine gold. Seeking and finding this treasurer will 
make us wise—wise unto salvation; wise to do the 
work of God. 


(2) To “do it” will make us good men, and good 
ministers, pastors, teachers. The Word is given us 
to be practiced; we are to “practice it in our lives,” 
as well as attend thereunto with diligence, prepara- 
tion, and prayer, and lay it up in our hearts. 


(3) To “teach it” will make us men of power. 
We are handling dynamite when we handle God’s 
Word. We do not have to defend it, but simply 
“turn it loose’? —teach it, and preach it, and, like 
a lion, it will defend itself, and be the power 
(dynamite) of God unto salvation. 


One agent, then, in this Great Revival, was a 
thoroughly prepared man. This is often the case in 
revivals: they center around some conspicuous 
figure like Jonathan Edwards, John Wesley, George 
Whitefield, Charles G. Finney, D. L. Moody — a 
prepared leader — one who has yielded his life to 
the influence and power of the Holy Spirit. May 
God raise up such a man today! 


II. The People—‘“all the people’—how often 
that phrase occurs in these chapters! 


1. ‘All the people gathered themselves v..zether.’ 
Here is a fine beginning. If we could just get “all 
the people” to come, even all those who profess to 
be Christians. And then if we could get all the 
unsaved to come to hear the Word of God, what a 
blessed thing it would be. It seems to be the 
common experience in these times that “unsaved 
people no longer come to our revival meetings,’ 
at least in large numbers. 


2. All the people were attentive unto the Book 
of the Law. The second requisite is to get men and 
women to listen attentively to the Word. How the 
mind wanders away from spiritual matters. 


3. All the people stood up. There is reverence in 
standing — reverence for the Word of God. They 
recognized that this was no ordinary book. 


4. All the people answered, Amen, Amen. A few 
heart-felt ““Amens” would be a splendid sign in any 
congregation. The writer once knew and loved an 
aged Methodist minister, and often had the privi- 
lege of his presence in the congregation. Once he 
responded with a hearty “Amen” and it was a 
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+blessing and an inspiration to the young preacher 

just out from the Seminary. We never forgot what 
this single “Amen” meant to the service. They 
worshipped. There was a real worship in this re. 
sponse, which they made with voice and hands and 
— — lifted up their hands and bowed their 
heads. 


5. All the people wept. What would we not give 
to see a congregation in tears! Not tears brought 
to their eyes by sentimental “sob-story,” but tears 
of repentance — tears on account of sin. There is 
need today for sighing and crying. It was the clear 
insight which God’s Law gave them which made 
them see their sin. So great was the weeping that 
they had to be restrained, as they said, “weep not.” 


6. All the people went their way to eat, and 
drink, and to send portions, and to make great 
mirth. Weeping led to rejoicing. This is ever the 
case, if it is the right sort of weeping. “There was 
great joy in that city’—the city of Samaria, when 
the revival under Philip came to it: there is always 
great joy in the wake of a real revival. More new 
hymns are born. An instance of this is the Gospel 
Hymns 1 — 6 which came in the days of Moody 
and Sankey. 


7. All the people made booths and kept the feast; 
they were obedient to the commands of the Book. 
One of the results of a revival is “new obedience” 
to the law of God. 


What a glorious revival might come in our day 
if we could get “all the people” to act as these 
people did! When we see the tremendous crowds 
which gather to watch a football game in some 
“bowl,” how we wish that such crowds could be 
gathered together to hear God’s Word. 


III. The Book: “Bring the book of the law of 
Moses.” These people came for one purpose — to 
hear the Word of God. There did not seem to be 
what we call “preaching.’”’; certainly no mere read- 
ing of a verse or two, a closing of the Book, and 
a long eloquent discourse. 


“So they read in the book of the law of God 
distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused the 
people to understand the reading.”” This was true 
expository preaching, with the emphasis upon the 
words of the Book, and not upon the words of any 
man. 


This may be one reason for the scarcity of re- 
vivals today. We advertise some man as a “great 
preacher’; we announce rather sensational topics 
for his sermons; and we seem to exalt the preacher: 
we ought rather to exalt the Word of God. Let the 
preacher be but ‘‘a voice in the wilderness” trying 
to get men and women to listen to God. 


They had only the law of Moses, but it was 
enough to start a revival. We have not only the 
Law, but the Glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ. If 
we could only get the Book into the hearts of the 
people. The great Sunday School leader of the last 
century used to say that the problem was “to get 
the Book into the Boy.” This is the task of every 
true preacher. One word of God is worth a thousand 
words of man: “the words that I speak unto you, 
they are spirit and they are life.” 


IV. The Spirit of God. We must not forget Who 
was back of this Great Revival. 


Who prepared the heart of Ezra so that he con- 
secrated himself to this high and holy task? The 
Holy Spirit of God. 
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Who put it into the hearts and minds of “all the 
people” to act as they did? The Holy Spirit. This 
was no ordinary crowd; this was a Spirit touched, 
and Spirit-moved congregation. 


Who gave power to the Word? The Holy Spirit. 
The Word, inspired by the Spirit, and the Word, 
accompanied by the power of the Spirit, makes 
people weep on account of sin. The Holy Spirit is 
the most important agent in any revival. 


Lesson For May 16: Malachi 
Demands Sincere Religion 


Scripture: 


Malachi. Devotional Reading Luke 
3:3-6, 15-17. 


“Prepare ye the way of the Lord,” cries John, 


taking up the words of Malachi, the last of the 
prophets. The high places must be brought low, the 
crooked straight, and the rough smooth. Just as 
men went out with axes, shovels, and plows to 
make a road for the king, so with real repentance 
men must get all pride, all crookedness, all rough 
things out of their hearts. Repentance is the best 
preparation for the coming of the King. Both 
John and Jesus preached this same message to their 
generation. 


This is our most needed message today. Our 
generation has lost its sense of the heinousness of 
sin. Until we see Sin, change our minds about it, 
turn from it with grief and hatred with a full 
purpose to obey, we will never obtain God’s bless- 
ing. God cannot bless those who love sin, and 
indulge in it; He can only smile upon those who 
turn from it. 


In these chapters from Malachi let us see where- 
in these people sinned, and why they were so 
severely rebuked by the prophet. 


1. Doubting God’s Love. God had shown His 
love by choosing their father Jacob, instead of 
Esau. He had selected them to be the Chosen 
People while Esau had been allowed to go off into 
the wilderness. They should have remembered this 
electing love and magnified their Lord. 


2. Dishonoring and Despising His Name. Re- 
member that the name of God stands for His 
character. God was both Father and Master, and 
yet they gave Him none of the honor which was 
due Him. 


How did they dishonor Him? (1) By offering 
polluted bread, and saying, “‘the table of the Lord 
is contemptible.’’ They were offering the blind and 
the lame to the Lord. Even an earthly governor 
would be displeased with such gifts; how much 
more would God be offended? (2) By refusing to 
do any service in the Lord’s house — even shut 
the door or build a fire — without being paid for 
it. (3) What a weariness, they were saying, to 
serve the Lord. They were “tired” — “bored,” 
shall we say — with worship. 


No wonder the prophet was severe in his con- 
demnation. But before we pass too harsh judgment, 
let us examine our own attitudes and feelings. 
Do we ever give God the “‘left-overs,’”’ the second 
best, something which we do not care for ourselves? 
Do we “Give of our best to the Master’? Heathen 
often put us to shame. They will give their best- 
loved child as a sacrifice to the river-god, or put it 
in the arms of a red-hot image. They do it out of 


—— 


a superstitious fear, but is our love not as stron 
as their fear? De we ever “grow weary” in wel] 
doing, in attending the services of the house of 
God? De we “get tired” of prayer-meetings? 


3. The Priests Were Guilty. The very men who 
should have been examples to the common people; 
“For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and 
they should seek the law at his mouth: for he js 
the messenger of the Lord of Hosts.” But ye have 
departed out of the way; ye have caused many to 
stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant 
of Levi.” Leaders always cause others to stumble; 
therefore their sins are even more heinous than the 
sins of ordinary men. It is a glorious privilege to 
be a preacher, but what a solemn responsibility js 
ours? 


4. They had Corrupted the Marriage Relation in 
Two Ways. 


(1) They had married heathen women. Nehemiah 
and Ezra had to rebuke them for this. 


(2) They had divorced their own wives. The 
Lord hateth “putting away.’ His will and law 
demand the marriage of one man to one woman, 
not poligamy, or divorce. What does He think of 
our record in America? Are not thousands guilty 
of being treacherous to the wife of our youth? 
Has it not become a national shame and disgrace? 
And yet we joke about it, and pay the highest 
salaries to those who set the example in Hollywood. 
Many movie stars are heroes to our young people. 


5. They had “Wearied the Lord.’’ Not only so, 
but had the effrontery to say, ‘“‘Wherein have we 
wearied Thee”? Their whole attitude was twisted 
and distorted. They even said, “everyone that doeth 
evil is good in the sight of the Lord — or, where 
is the God of judgment?” Cynical and perverted in 
their thoughts and words. Is not much of our 
present day thinking just as crooked? Read many 
articles in papers and magazines, and see. 


6. God Cannot Overlook all their Sins. Judgment 
must come. His messenger is crying. (Malachi 
means “my messenger’). He will prepare the way. 
(John the Baptist was such a messenger, to prepare 
the way for Christ). He came in the spirit and 
power of Elijah. 


“I will come near to you in judgment.” God is 
very patient and long-suffering, not willing that 
any should perish, and judgment is His “strange 
act”, but it has to come, if people do not repent. 
This has always been the case. In verse 5 we are 
told the sweep of this judgment. 


But in the midst of the pronouncement of this 
punishment there is a plea and a promise: “Return 
unto Me, and I will return to you, saith the Lord 
of Hosts.” Wherein shall we return, they ask. He 
illustrates in one particular: tithes and offerings. 
“Will a man rob God’’? is the great and searching 
question which is hurled back in their faces. They 
had robbed Him. 


They were cursed with a curse. Is there not 
much of this robbing in our day? Everyone owes 
God; this is true of sinner, as well as saint. But 
do not God’s own people rob Him of much that 
is His? All is His. He expects us to be “good 
stewards” of His goods. When we think of what 
Christians spend on hurtful, frivolous, and non- 
essential vanities of the world, and look at their 
gifts to missions and benevolent work of all kinds, 
we wonder that God is as patient with us as He is. 
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Bring in the tithes and prove Him, is God’s 
demand. God richly blesses those who are faithful, 
generous, and unselfish in their giving. And yet we 
must not put our beneficence on this basis alone. 
We ought to give hilariously, cheerfully, gener- 
ously, because we love God, and not because we 
hope to gain more in dollars and cents. 


He illustrates his point by one other thing: these 
people were sneering at religion. Their words were 
“stout”: it is vain to serve the Lord, they said; 
and what profit is it? They called the proud happy, 
and the wicked are set up, and those that tempt 
God, delivered. No wonder that judgment was 
coming! 


7. A Striking Contrast: “They that feared the 
Lord.” They have sweet fellowship one with the 
other: a book of remembrance is written. Even in 
the saddest and darkest days, times of deepest 
apostasy, there have been those who feared the 


Lord; those who have been sincere and true and 
faithful. 


These are God’s jewels. With them He will 
adorn heaven and people the new earth. They will 
be a. and blessed: the meek shall inherit the 
earth. 


8. The Dreadful “‘Day of the Lord.” This fearful 
day, this day of burning and destruction, is surely 
coming. (See II Peter 3:1-13 — “The day of the 
Lord will come”) Fire shall purify the earth more 
thoroughly than the waters of the Flood. 


9. “The Sun of Righteousness Arise,” with 
healing in His wings. There is always a double 
aspect, of the Day of the Lord — the Second 
Coming of Christ. It is a fearful day for the 
wicked; a glorious day for the righteous; the saved, 
redeemed ones. There’s a Great Day Coming; Are 
we ready for that Day to come? 








Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics 
For May 


All the topics for the month of May center 
around the theme “Our Church.” This is very 
appropriate since we will all be thinking about 
our Church as the General Assembly meets this 
month. These programs should help us to under- 
stand our church better and appreciate it more. 


May 2: I'd Rather Be A Doorkeeper 
Call To Worship 


Psalm 122 is a good Psalm to study if you want 
to find how a Christian should feel about His 
church and about the House of God. You could 
very well use Psalm 122:1-2, 9 as a Call to Worship 
with which to open this program. 


Hymn 


In the midst of discussion and controversy about 
the church we can keep an even keel often if we 
remember some of the truths expressed in the 
great hymns since they express what Christians 
of all churches have always believed. But at the 
same time we must always check what the hymns 
Say against the Bible and the teachings of the 
church, for sometimes we find things that are not 
according to the Bible. But in this program about 
the church we could well use all through the hymn 
“The Church’s One Foundation.” 


Evening Prayer 
Let some one lead this prayer and place special 
emphasis upon petition for the welfare of our 
church and divine guidance during the days of this 
important month. 


Leader’s Introduction 


During this month we are going to have five 
programs that have to do with the many tasks that 


need to be done in carrying forward the work of 
our church, our responsibilities to the church in 
the home, the nature of the organization of our 
church, and some of the problems facing our church 
today. As we begin this study we might well turn 
back to the testimony of a man who had been 
separated from his church and who was homesick 
for his church. He gave expression to his home- 
sickness for the house of God in a Psalm that re- 
minds us of the feeling we should have for our 
church. Let us read it; for our topic tonight is 
taken from it: 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Psalm 84) 


Let some one read the Psalm and point out its 
main points in some such manner as the following: 


1. The Longing for the Psalmist for the House 
of God Verses 1-2. 


2. The Blessing to Be Found in the House of 
God. Verses 3-12. 


(a) Security. Verse 3. 
(b) Happiness. Verses 4,12. 
(c) Strength. Verse 5. 
(d) Comfort. Verse 6. 
(e) Protection. Verses 8-9. 
(f) Reward. Verses 10-11. 


Talk No. 1: What We 
All Want 


The writer of Ecclesiastes has told us that God 
has set eternity in the heart of man. Because this 
is true man has a deep heart hunger to know God 
and to serve Him. Many people do not realize that 
they are made this way and they try to satisfy 
this hunger by things, by trying to accumulate 
money, property, and things that money can buy, 
but the more they get the more they long for 
something else. Others try to satisfy this hunger by 
thrills, they go after all sorts of different and 
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dangerous things trying to satisfy this desire, but 
the more they do the greater and more danger- 
ous must be the things that give a thrill. Others 
try to satisfy this hunger by theories, they devise 
new and interesting theories about life and its 
meaning and try to satisfy this hunger by getting 
others to go along with them, but these in the end 
do not satisfy. 


Real happiness and satisfaction come in life 
only when we know God and serve Him. It is better 
to be a doorkeeper in the House of God and 
know that you are doing the will of God, than it 
is to have all the prestige, wealth and power that 
might come to one who was successful without God. 


Talk 2: What We Get When 
We Work For God 


The Psalmist mentions three things that we get 
in working for God that we can’t find in any 
real way anywhere else. 


“Blessed are they that dwell in thy house.” There 
is real, deep-down happiness that the world can 
not give nor take away in those who find God and 
serve Him. Our divorce rate, our hospitals, our 
psychiatrical clinics, our advice to the love-lorn 
columns, our doctors, our lawyers, our magazines, 
our newspapers, all bear witness that men are not 
finding real happiness where most of us seek 
happiness. But all those who have found God and 
serve Him bear witness that they have that happi- 
ness. 


“Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee.” 
All men bear witness that they know the good 
they ought to do, but they don’t have the strength 
to do it; and all bear witness that they know the 
evil they ought to avoid, but they don’t have the 
strength to avoid it. But those who put their 
trust in the Lord have the power to overcome. 
They stand fast in the strength of the Lord. 


“For the Lord God is a sun and a shield... no 
good thing will be withheld from them that walk 
uprightly.” All of us are seeking security—security 
of health, wealth, family and so on. But there is 
no such security outside the Lord. But when 
we put our trust in Him He protects from all harm, 
gives all things that we need, and assures us 
that He is cooperating in all things that happen 
to make them work for our good. 


Talk No. 3: Opportunities In 
Our Church 


Work in here the material presented in Presby- 
terian Youth. Use it in the form of a dialogue, or 
break it up into talks, just as best suits your group. 

Hymn 

Sing in closing some such hymn as “I’ll Go 
Where You Want Me To God,” thinking as you sing 
that you will go anywhere and be anything, even 


if it is just a doorkeeper in the house of the Lord. 
——_@——_— 


May 9: No Place Like Home For Worship 


Call To Worship 


Our theme is on the home, and the call to wor- 
ship should right off fix our attention upon the 
blessing that is ours in the home and remind us of 
our responsibility to God because of our homes. 
So you might use as a call to worship Deuteronomy 
26:lla and Psalm 50:14-15. 


Hymn 


Use “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” or “This Is 
My Father’s World.” 


—<— 


Prayer 


This prayer should express thanksgiving to God 
for our homes and ask God’s blessing upon the 
homes of America in this day when the home 
seems to be breaking up. Petition should be made 
that the group may really make their homes Chris. 
tian. 

Leader’s Introduction 


We always think of the church today in terms 
of its buildings. In many communities smaller 
churches are not able to get their share of mem. 
bers because they do not have large enough build. 
ing space. But when we go back to the early days 
of the church we find at the beginning that 
the church did not have any buildings at all, and 
in the period when the church was without build. 
ings the church had its greatest effect in the 
lives of people and upon the life of the world. In 
that period the church, which is the believing peo- 
ple and not any building, met in the homes of its 
members. Notice Acts 2:46; Rom. 16:5; Philemon 2. 
But is that not where the church ought to be 
strongest? Let us read what instructions God gave 
to His Old Testament people. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Deuteronomy 6:4-13) 


This lesson emphasizes the fact that we must 
love God with all that we are and have, and that 
this love can only be sustained and cultivated if we 
ever keep God’s truth and love before us in the 
home by the things we do and the things about 
which we talk. 

Talk No. 1: Worship In 
The Home 

Recently a woman in our church made this state- 
ment to a group: “Unless you have a family altar 
in your home where you worship every day yours 
is not a Christian home.” Some of the group took 
exception. Who was right? If you do not worship 
every day in your home how can you realize that 
God is-present in your home? How can people 
on the outside know that yours is a Christian home? 
How can you expect the blessing of God upon your 
home? 

We must worship God daily in our homes if we 
are to have Christian homes and if we are to grow 
as Christians. We have the Bible and helps such 
as “Day by Day” to help us worship every day. We 
ought to set aside a period at some time during 
the day, at a time when most of the family can 
be present, and worship God. Only in this way can 
we know that God is in our home and lead others 
to know Him too. 


(Here you could examine a copy of “Day by 
Day” as suggested in Presbyterian Youth and give 
= practical suggestions on how to have a family 
altar.) 


Talk No. 2: Learning In 
The Home 


We learn by doing and what we do teaches oth- 
ers. What we do in our homes is what we become 
and what we do in our homes influences others. 


What do you talk about in your home? Accord- 
ing to Deuteronomy we should talk often and much 
of God’s love and care, of God’s work in our be- 
half, of what we ought to do for Him. Do we let 
the things that don’t matter very much push out 
of our home life the things that matter tremendous- 
ly? We ought to talk about Christ, the Bible, 
and the things of God just as freelv and earnestly 
as the preacher talks about them in the pulpit. 
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When we do we and the younger children learn 
more about God, and those who come in contact 
with our home are pointed to our God. 


Talk No. 3: Reading In 
The Home 


Whenever you go into a hospital room to visit 
some one who is sick you can tell pretty much 
what kind of a person the patient is by the kind 
of reading material lying about. When you see 
some of the modern magazines that appeal to lust, 
or when you see the books of day, you know what 
sort of a person the patient is. And when you see 
an open Bible you know where they are looking 
for comfort and strength. And if you see a church 
paper nearby you know that in all probability that 
one is a good church member. 


Our homes are no different. Today we have read- 
ing matter on every hand and we are informed 
about more subjects than our grandfathers dreamed 
about. But we are becoming less and less informed 
about Christ, the Bible, and the church. Our homes 
should be well supplied with Bibles, Christian 
books, and church papers, and we ought to read 
them all so that we become well informed on what 
_ wants us to do and on what our church is 
oing. 

Talk No. 4: Planning In 
The Home 


If we are to make our homes really Christian 
our whole family should plan together about the 
things of common interest. For instance, the family 
should plan together about how the family income 
is going to be tithed and spent for God. The family 
should plan together how to spend Sunday, give to 
the benevolent work of the church, serve in special 
ways, make its Christian influence felt in the com- 
munity. In the home we can plan Christian activi- 
ties together that will make our worship real, vital 
and effective in service. 


Leader’s Conclusion 


All of us who are Christian want to create a 
Christian atmosphere in our homes that will make 
our homes known as Christian homes and that 
will help us grow as Christians. This must be done 
or much of the effectiveness of what we are trying 
to do at church will be lost. If we will take time 
each day to worship God in the home, speak often 
of God and His love in the daily life in the home, 
read widely in the Bible and Christian literature, 
and plan together how we can really live as mem 
bers of a Christian home we will have that atmos- 
phere and find there is no place like home for real 
fellowship and joy with one another and with our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Hymn 


_ Close with some such hymn as those suggested 
in Presbyterian Youth, “I’ve Found A Friend” or 
“Blest Be The Tie.” 


May 16: The Church Is A Fellowship 


Introduction 


Often we think of the church as a building, or as 
an institution that carries out the work of God 
and tells us what we ought to do. But the Church 
is first of all a fellowship, a fellowship of men with 
men and of men with God. If it is not a divine 
fellowship all that it does is only sounding brass or 
clashing cymbal. 
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CTOAVANES 


PULPIT-CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ....Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards. makes use 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 
‘ 
FEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEELEEEEEEEEEEEEEEL EES 


Use the program outline in Presbyterian Youth, 
but work in a real study of the Scripture lesson, 
for God must tell us how we can have fellowship. 
Here is an outline of what: fellowship means and 


involves. 
SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(I John 1:1- 2:11) 
1. Fellowship with God Is Possible 1:1-5. 


2. Fellowship with God Requires Separation from 
sin. 1:6. : 


3. Fellowship with God Requires walking in light. 
1:7- 2:2. 


(a) To do this we must be cleansed, for all save 
sinned. 1:7-8. 

(b) God has provided the ground and means of 
cleansing. 1:9-10. 

(c) Christ makes the cleansing effective. 2:1-2. 


4. Fellowship with God Produces fruit. 2:3-11. 

(a) If we know God... we obey Him. 2:3-5a. 

(a) If we are really in Christ . . . we live as He 
did. 2:5b-6. 

(c) If we abide in Christ... 
loved. 2:7-11. 


we love as He 


Suggestions 


Give the main emphasis of your program to a 
careful study of the Scripture passage. The great 
sin of our day is the presumptuous attitude 
of so many Christians who feel that they can start 
out and serve God by solving the problems of the 
world without ever having been to God to solve 
their own sin problem and become a clean vessel 
that a holy God can and will use. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Women And Visitation 
Evangelism 


“Visitation Evangelism is a man’s job,” a min- 
ister told his class in evangelism. He meant that 
the men of the Church, particularly the elders, 
should shoulder the responsibility of a Visitation 
Evangelism Campaign. He did not mean that the 
women should have no part in this great work. 


Visitation Evangelism is not a new method of 
winning souls to Christ, and from the beginning 
women have done their share. The shepherds on 
the night of Christ’s birth were perhaps the first to 
use it as in their spontaneous joy they “made 
known abroad the saying that was told them con- 
cerning this child.”” They were soon followed by a 
woman, Anna, who after the Christ Child’s dedica- 
tion at the Temple “spake of him to all them that 
looked for redemption in Jerusalem.” Anna, Mary 
Magdalene, Priscilla, are among the many women 
who first passed on the message of Christ. 


In the two Visitation Evangelism Campaigns 
held by the Davis Memorial Presbyterian Church 
of Elkins, W. Va., the women of the Church took 
active part. 


When the time set aside for visiting came it was 
found that every woman who had been asked to 
serve on a team was present, except for an occa- 
sional unavoidable absence. For three evenings dur- 
ing each campaign the women met with the men 
and young people for a period of instruction and 
prayer, and then went out to visit the prospects 
assigned them. 


It was not always easy to take time for this 
work, nor was it always easy to face strangers or 
friends with the call of Christ and His Church, but 
the joy and enthusiasm of the workers as they re- 
turned each night and made their reports showed 
that every effort was well worthwhile. 


The number of women who took part in the vis- 
iting during the concentrated visitation period was 
necessarily limited. Five teams of two women each 
helped in each of the two campaigns of the Elkins 
Church. But these were not the only ones sharing 
in this work. 


The preparation for each campaign was a very 
important part and many helped by contributing 
names for the prospect list. 


Preparation through prayer and encouragement 
was even more important and here every church 
member was called upon and privileged to serve. 


Some who did not feel they could visit were 
glad to help serve meals to the workers, or to vol- 
unteer the use of their cars. 


The effectiveness of a Visitation Campaign de- 
pends to a large extent on the way in which the 
new members are “assimilated” into the church 
family. The follow-up is a vital phase of the work 
to which many can contribute. 


Preceding their reception into the Church on 
Membership Sunday the prospective members met 
with the pastor for a period of instruction in the 
meaning of church membership. Following this 
class a small group of ladies served refreshments 
and welcomed the new group with an informal pe. 
riod of fellowship. 


Out of the first campaign in Elkins there arose 
what is called “Visitation Day” in the local Aux. 
iliary. The fourth Thursday afternoon of each 
month has been set aside for visiting. The visitors 
meet at the Church where the pastor gives them 
names and addresses and information concerning 
those to be visited. A great deal of the visiting is 
done among the members taken in through the 
Evangelism Campaign. These are friendly visits de- 
signed to make the new members feel at home and 
to invite them to take part in the organizations 
and functions of the Church. 


Following the first Visitation Campaign (in the 
Davis Memorial Church) the ladies sponsored a re- 
ception in honor of the new members. The whole 
congregation was invited. The new members were 
given attractive name cards and were introduced 
to the church family. 


Every woman in the Church can and should 
share in the happy work of Visitation Evangelism. 
All can help to undergird the work with prayer for 
God’s blessing and guidance. Nearly every one 
knows of some one who does not know Christ or 
who has not united with the Church. All have the 
opportunity and duty of making the new members 
feel at home in the Church. To everyone is given 
the privilege of encouraging the pastor and leaders 
as they seek to move forward in this important 
phase of God’s work. 


This is an effort in which everyone can find some 
task—for this is living our commitment to Christ. 
—Mrs. W. B. Ward. 





Miss Amy Robinson d 


“We marvel at the things Amy Robinson at- 
complishes,” writes Mrs. R. M. Firebaugh, who aas 
long been in the work of Indian Missions in Okla- 
homa. 


Miss Robinson is a graduate of Assembly’s Trait- 
ing School who has rendered notable missionary 
service both in this country and abroad. She vegan 
her work as a home mission teacher in Oklahoma, F” 
then went to Japan to teach and do evangelistic 7 
work. When doors closed there, she came back to : 
America ready to serve either in another foreigt | 
field or at home. For a time she taught in Ker- \ 
tucky. Then God led her back to Oklahoma Pres | 
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byterian College in Durant, Okla., to serve first a5 
——— then as Bible teacher, now as presi 
ent. 


Almost a hundred girls, Indian, Mexican, one 
Chinese-American and others from Oklahoma ant] 
nearby States, form the present student body off 
Oklahoma Presbyterian College, where they receiv¢y 
a thoroughly Christian education in an atmospher¢ 
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of happy home life. The O.P.C. staff is necessarily 
small and the president’s duties are many. In a 
day’s time Miss Robinson’s activities may include 
conducting morning prayers, teaching a Bible 
Class, going to town for mail and groceries, hand- 
ling office correspondence, giving directions to the 
gardener or perhaps doing some gardening on her 
own, counseling students, leading the Bible Study 
for a Circle, or attending a recital by one of her 
girls. She may be preparing to speak to < 
about 0.P.C., going on a retreat with the Fellow- 
ship Council, or she may be in the kitchen helping 
get ready for some special guests. With constant 
demands upon her from students, staff, Board of 
Trustees, Church and community, Amy Robinson 
goes quietly about her work. 


Christian women now serving as teachers, min- 
isters’ and missionaries’ wives, business women, 
chemists, nurses, and in other professions, in 
Alaska, Mexico and throughout our own country. 


are living better lives because they have come: 


under the influence of Amy Robinson. Her courage, 
faith, humility, rare ability to meet new situations 


love of people and sense of humor have carried ° 


her through many difficult experiences. The girls 
love her and go to her with problems of every 
kind. They know that her strength comes from 
living close to God. 


2 ~—ee - 


What Montreat Means To Me 


_(Montreat is one of the recipients of the 1948 
Birthday Offering.) 


Every woman who has ever been to Montreat 
will be happy this May to take part in the “Birth- 
day Party,” knowing that part of her love-gift 
will be sent to Dr. McGregor to be.used to en- 
large the accommodations there at Montreat, the 
meeting place, the conference ground, the “Home” 
of our Southern Presbyterian Church. 


Any normal family takes pride in building an 
extra room, renovating the whole house, as the 
family grows, as the head of the house enters new 
names in the old family Bible; so we take pride 
in our Church home, and want to have room 
enough for all. This “token of good-will” and 
confidence from the women will help right now 
when our family is growing so rapidly, and men, 
women and children want so much to attend their 
particular conference. Our prayer is that we all 
may always see and meet the needs of our beloved 
Montreat. 


Alice C. (Mrs. W. Frank) Smith, 

Member Executive Committee of 
Assembly’s Home Missions; 

Assembly’s Committee on Woman’s Work. 


—_—— 


No other place or institution has meant so 
much to the entire life and work of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church as has Montreat. Through its 
Summer conferences, leadership training schools 
gatherings of home and foreign missionaries and 
other church workers, and its many other activi- 
ties it has been the primary force in bringing the 
people of our Church together and uniting them 
in one abiding fellowship. It has taken the lead 
in educating the whole membership of the Church 
in the far-reaching work of the Church’s agen- 
cies, in enlisting men and women into full-time 
hristian service, in deepening the faith and en- 
riching the spiritual experience of multitudes of 
men, women and young people, and in stimulating 


growth in the grace of liberality in support of the 
various causes of the Church, 


The building up of Montreat so as to enable it 
to function with efficiency will mean the ex- 
tension and enlargement of the Church’s influence 
in every field of service.:: Under its wise and 
consecrated leadership, if»it: has adequate equip- 
ment and financial support, Montreat can be 
made the outstanding religious center of the 


South. 
Donald W. Richardson, D.D. 
Professor, Union heological Seminary. 





Miss Dorothy Dell Downing 


Prepared for service in. the Assembly’s Training 
School. : 


(This School will be a major recipient of the 
1948 Auxiliary Birthday Gift.) 


“Miss Downing was paying morning calls in 
Brazilian homes before she had time to study the 
language!’ wrote a fellow missionary about Miss 
Dorothy Dell Downing soon after. she went to 
Brazil. What was the secret? 


‘Miss Downing was a member of the first special 
six-weeks course in phonetics given by the Foreign 
Mission Committee to new missionaries, the pho- 
netics being adapted to the language of the coun- 
try to which the candidates plan to go as mission- 
aries. The teacher of this course stated that Miss 
Downing was one of the. best linguists she had 
ever taught. She learned so much Portuguese in 
that brief period and learned so well the key to 
pronunciation that her language study in Brazil 
went forward with amazing rapidity and accuracy. 


‘ With: dark wavy hair and shining dark eyes, 
this winsome and lovely girl, a graduate of Bel- 


haven College and the mbly’s Training School, 
dedicated her life to Brazil. Since going to that 
country she has served as a teacher in Brazil’s 
little A.T.S. at Patrocinio, where she is co-worker 
with Miss Frances Hesser, also an A.T.S. graduate. 
Her various talents have. been dedicated to the 
training of Brazilian young people. She has walked 
into the homes and hearts of Brazilians and has 
followed the work of the graduates of these 
schools into rural communities in Brazil. 


ou 


Miss Margaret Shelby 


Attractive in appearance, small in stature, quick 
in movement, “Mex”, as:she is affectionately 
known by her friends is abot 5 feet and 2 inches 
of enthusiastic and consecrated personality at work 
for Christ in Mexico. Someone has said she speaks 
———- very rapidly and..speaks Spanish in short- 

an 


Born in Mexico, she came to the United States 
for her high school, college and graduate study 
with the determination of preparing to be a Chris- 
tian teacher in the country her parents, as mis- 
sionaries, had adopted, but which to her was, in 
a real sense, home. She found life in the States 
a fascinating adventure, though, at times, quite 
difficult when parents were far away. At Flora 
Macdonald College and at ‘the University of Texas 
she became almost “all American,” but she never 
got away from her missionary purpose. 


At the Assembly’s Training School in 1929-30 
and 1930-31 she not only became better prepared 
for service herself, but . to all of her friends and 
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associates there she brought the inspiration of our 
Church’s missionary opportunity in Mexico. 


Since going to Mexico she served as a teaching 
evangelist in one of the Chaplancingo schools 
before the Government closed the door to all for- 
mal week-day education. Later, after her mother’s 
death, she helped in informal short courses in re- 
ligious education directed by her father in their 
home. Students lived there and studied for six 
months at a time preparing to do lay evangelistic 
work. More recently in a sort of Mexican As- 
sembly’s Training School in Coyoacan near Mexico 
City, she is proving to be an effective leader and 
teacher. A friend of Christ first and of Mexico 
second, her winning ways make her a friend to 
all who meet her. 


Assembly’s Training School for Lay Workers is 
one of the two objectives in the Birthday program 
this year. Of the first $100,000, sixty percent will 
go to ATS, and the other forty per cent to Moun- 
tain Retreat Association. All over $100,000 will 
go to ATS. 


—_——»——— 


Miss Gertrude Mason 


The United States lost and Brazil won when 
after working in the field of Religious Education 
in the States for several years, Miss Gertrude 
Mason, a graduate of Converse College and the 
Assembly’s Training School, went to North Brazil 
as a missionary. 


Some years before, Miss Mason had visited a 
friend in Brazil and saw the great need for mis- 
sionary work there. Although she came back to 
the States and continued her work as a Director 
of Religious Education in America, she could not 
get away from the work she had seen. Although 
when she applied to the Executive Committee tor 
appointment, she was beyond the age limit, none 
the less, due to her exceptional qualifications and 
consecration, she was appointed for a period of 
three years as a short term teacher at Agnes 
Erskine School in Recife, Brazil. 


At the end of three years, however, the North 
Brazil Mission reported that she had a good com- 
mand of the language, was acting as Secretary of 
the Mission, and was in all respects doing effective- 
ly the work of a missionary. By unanimous vote 
they asked for her appointment as a full-time mis- 
sionary. 


She is now the Principal of the Elementary De- 
partment of Agnes Erskine School and is loved 
and respected by her missionary colleagues and 
by the Brazilians alike. 


Miss Mason was born in Memphis, Tennessee, 
where she served as a voluntary worker in her own 
church before serving as Director of Religious 
Education in other places. Her spiritual depth 
and her gracious charm and friendliness are a fine 
combination for the valuable service she renders 
to Brazil’s children who come under her influence 
at Agnes Erskine. 

—_~__—_. 


Christian Family Week 


May 2-9, 1948 

Theme: Christ, the Center of Home Life De- 
votional Booklet, “Christian Family Week, May 2-9, 
1948,” contains eight devotionals, suggestions for 
family prayer and Family-Night-At-Home. Secure 
from Presbyterian Book Store, 8 North Sixth 
Street, Richmond, 9, Va., or 1814 Main Street, Dal- 
las 1, Tex. $3.50 per hundred. 
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Church News 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery met in Newbern, Ala., on 
January 20, 1948. There were 13 ministers and 12 
elders present, one elder and one deacon visiting, 
Rev. Henry Alexander, D.D., of Arkansas Presby.- 
tery, was also a visitor. Rev. R. E. Fulton resigned 
as Central Treasurer of Benevolences, after fifteen 
years of service, and Rev. L. K. Foster was elected 
in his place. 











The special committee appointed on the Plan of 
Reunion, with Rev. T. C. Duncan, Chairman, 


brought in the following suggestions, which were - 


adopted: Permit the Session to meet without the 
written permission of the pastor in his absence; re- 
ject the order for women to be elders or deacons; 
restore the obligation for ministers at ordination 
in case they change their views; substitute execu- 
tive committees for boards; restore definition of 
“offense” as it is in our book; and approved the 
overture of Central Mississippi on property. 


Two overtures were offered but Presbytery de- 
ferred action until the spring meeting, and ap- 
pointed a committee consisting of Rev. E. H. Carle- 
ton, Rev. Joseph Dunglinson, and Ruling Elder 
W. W. Duncan, to bring in recommendations at 
the time. One overture was offered by Ruling Elder 
G. F. Cothran, of Selma, as follows: 


“Resolved, that Tuscaloosa Presbytery go on re- 
cord as being against the Plan of Reunion with the 
Northern Presbyterian Church. Further, that we 
petition the General Assembly at Atlanta, Ga., that 
all committees that are working on these plans be 
disbanded.” 


The other overture was offered by Rev. R. E. 
Fulton as a substitute as follows: 


“In consideration of the fear that pressure on 
the Plan of Reunion will cause a rupture in our 
Church, and, 


“In further consideration of the apprehension 
that organic union will cause us to forfeit our dis- 
tinctive testimony, which consists chiefly in the in- 
terpretation of our standards as well as of the 
Scriptures, and, 


“At the same time, in consideration of the desire 
not to break off negotiations entirely, 


“Therefore, the Presbytery of Tuscaloosa over- 
tures the General Assembly, meeting in Atlanta, 
Ga., in May of this year, to abandon the proposed 
Plan of Reunion, involving as it does regional Sy- 
nods, and to press for a Plan of Federal Union.” 


The spring meeting will be in the Selma First 
Church on April 20, 1948. 
R. E. Fulton, Stated Clerk. 


—_>—_—_- 


DALLAS PRESBYTERY 
Clinics In Church Activities 


Beginning Wednesday, January 7, 1948, and 
ending Wednesday, March 8, 1948, a series of 
“Clinics in Church Activities,” sponsored by Pres- 
bytery’s Committee on the Presbyterian Program 
of Progress was held in twenty-four churches in 
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the Presbytery of Dallas. The program, with local 
adjustments of hours, was carried out as fol- 
lows: 


2:00-3:30 P. M.: Meeting of women of the 
church under leadership of Mrs. J. R. Sheppard, 
with discussion of problems, answering questions, 
and considering plans for the coming year. 


3:30-5:00 P. M.: Meeting of children’s leaders 
under leadership of Miss Ruby McDurmon, with 
discussion of teaching materials and methods, etc. 


5:00-6:30 P. M.: Meeting of church officers and 
officers of Men’s Organizations under leadership 
of Dr. Cecil H. Lang; also meeting of Young Peo- 
ple’s Teachers, Adult Advisers, and S.S. Officers 
under Miss McDurmon: discussion of Youth Work 
in ‘the church; discussion of Sunday School Ad- 
ministration. 


6:30 P.M.: Church dinner for all members of 
the congregation with inspirational message, 
“Christ IS the Only Answer.” 


A total of 190 Sunday School teachers and lead- 
ers, 353 women, 207 church officers, and 1,946 
members of the churches were contacted. The three 
above mentioned leaders in Presbytery’s activities, 
Mrs. J. R. Sheppard, Miss Ruby McDurmon, and 
Dr. Cecil H. Lang, were the constant factors in 
these conferences. Various ministers of the Pres- 
bytery participated as inspirational speakers in- 
cluding Rev. Messrs. Thos. F. Gallaher, Paul F. 
Bobb, W. M. Elliott, Jr. F. C. Brown, W. B. Sulli- 
van, J. Knox Bowling, A. J. Van Puffelen, Thos. 
W. Currie, Jr., J. T. Goodykoontz, and Elder John 
E. Mitchell, Jr. of the First Church, Dallas, Miss 
Leila McGeath of the Broadway Presbyterian 
Church, Fort Worth, and Miss Summers Tarlton 
of the Highland Park Church. 


Values accruing to the churches from this effort 
are of course, unknown, but the leaders feel that 
the “Clinics” were of great value to them. It 
gave opportunity for forming personal acquaint- 
ance with leaders of the various groups in each 
church. Plans, problems, and methods of work 
were discussed. The objectives of the Presby- 
terian Program of Progress were emphasized. Ex- 
periences, plans and practical methods of work 
which were proving successful in one church were 
passed on to other churches. There was the 
heartiest cooperation on the part of pastors and 
other leaders of every church in the Presbytery. 
This project was financed through the generosity 
of Elder Paul Donald of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Bowie. 





Organization Of The Northshore 
Church, Jacksonville, Fla. 


_The Northshore Presbyterian Church of Jackson- 
ville, Fla., was organized with 128 charter members 
by an adjourned session of the Presbytery of 
Suwannee, Friday evening, February 20, 1948. The 
Rev. Henry S. Stout, moderator, presided, pro- 
pounded the covenant question, and made _ the 
constitutional pronouncement. Dr. Edwin F. Mont- 
gomery of Lake City read the Scripture (I Cor. 
5:1-17;21-23) and lead in prayer. The Clerk of the 
Session of the Springfield Presbyterian Church 
(mother of Northshore) Francis M. Womack pre- 
sented to the presbytery a letter of dismissal with 
121 names of members, and seven more members 
were received by presbytery, four coming by con- 
ession of faith and three by reaffirmation. Dr. 
L. Ross Lynn, first pastor of the Springfield 
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Church spoke briefly of the history of the mother 
church. The Rev. Joseph W. Conyers, Executive 
Secretary of Home Missions, spoke of the part 
that his committee had played in the beginning 
— development of Northshore Chapel three years 
efore. 


The Rev. Russell F. Johnson, present minister 
of Springfield, gave a stirring exhortation to the 
charter members. Elder J. T. Lewis of Springfield 
presented a Communion Service, the gift of the 
Sunday School of the mother church. This was 
given in memory of the late S. Sgt. Nelson A. 
Lyles, a member of the church who gave his life 
in the recent war. 


The congregation voted to adopt the rotary sys- 
tem of officers and the following were elected: 
elders, James S. MacLean, Walter Davidson, Paul 
A. LaVeen; deacons, Hugh Blasingame, Barham 
F. Thomson, Willard K. Pike, Donald McLean, 
Harold N. Haskell, Lachlan MacLean, Cleveland 
Miller, L. S. Gilmer, Wm. C. Koenig. 


The constitutional requirements having been 
met, the congregation proceeded with the election 
of a pastor. The Rev. Thomas H. Makin, who has 
served as chapel minister for six months, was elect- 
ed. The presbytery approved the call and placed 
it in the hands of Mr. Makin. A commission was 
appointed to install him, consisting of Dr. A. C. 
Holt, the Rev. R. F. Johnson, the Rev. S. T. Harvin, 
and Elder E. C. Hall. 


This new church has a fine masonry building 
with a frame educational annex. It is situated in 
a growing section of Jacksonville with a lot large 
enough to launch an expanded building program 
in the future. The Sunday School enrollment is 
150 with prospects of rapid increase when facili- 
ties are provided. T. H. Makin. 





Jackson Annual Leadership 
School 


The Annual Leadership School, sponsored by the 
Presbyterian churches of Jackson, was held at the 
Central Presbyterian Church in Jackson, February 
15-20. 414 people were enrolled in this school. This 
number included leaders of the Jackson churches 
and of the surrounding churches of this area. 


The faculty and the courses which they taught 
are as follows: Mrs. W. F. O’Kelley led a group 
in thinking about “The Home and Church Work- 
ing Together in the Religious Nurture of Children”; 
“The Church’s Program for Youth” was discussed 
by Rev. Marsh M. Calloway; Rev. Harold C. Smith 
discussed and pointed out new trends in “Visual 
Aid in Religious Education”; and for those con- 
nected with the administration of the Sunday 
School, Rev. W. Norman Cook conducted the study, 
“How to Administer the Sunday Church School.” 
Dr. Manford Gutzke of Columbia Seminary taught 
the Bible Hour, using the Book of Exodus for 
the study. In addition to the Bible Hour for all of 
the members of the school, he led the women of 
the churches in an intensive study of Matthew 
every morning. 


There was a total enrollment in the Bible class 
during the week of 290. 122 certificates of credit 
were given in this class. Certificates of credit in 
the other courses were as follows: Visual Aid—18; 
administration—10; children—20; young people— 
14, —R. S. Woodson, Th.D. 
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APPOINTMENT OF NEW 
MISSIONARIES 


The Executive Committee at its recent meeting 
appointed the following as new missionaries of our 
Church. 


Miss Mary Littlepage Lancaster. Born: Septem- 
ber 17, 1922, Nanking, China. (Age 25). Educa- 
tion: Shanghai American School, Shanghai, China, 
1935-36; Thomas Jefferson High School, Richmond, 
Va., 1936-37; Montreat College High School, Mon- 
treat, N. C., 1937-39, diploma; Agnes Scott Col- 
lege, Decatur, Ga., 1939-43, B.A.; Presbyterian 
Hospital, New York, N. Y., 1945-48, B.S., R.N. 
Parents: Rev. and Mrs. Lewis Lancaster, China. 
She was appointed a nurse to China. 


Rev. and Mrs. Frank McElroy, Jr. Mr. McElroy. 
Born: November 6, 1917, Luebo, Congo Belge, 
Africa. (Age 30). Education: Central School, Lu- 
bondai, Africa, 1926-33; Brownwood (Tex.) High 
School, 1935, diploma; Westminster College, Ful- 
ton, Mo., 1935-37; Austin College, Sherman, Tex., 
1937-39, B.A.; Austin Theological Seminary, Aus- 
tin, Tex., 1939-42, B.D. Parents: Rev. and Mrs. 
W. F. McElroy, Africa. Mrs. McElroy. Born: Jan- 
uary 24, 1917. (Age 31). Education: Lockhart 
High School, 1930-33; Southwest Texas Teachers’ 
College, San Marcos, Tex., 1934-38, B.S. They 
have one child about two years of age. He is the 
pastor at the First Presbyterian Church, Donna, 
Tex. They have been appointed as evangelistic mis- 
sionaries in Africa. —Richard Gillespie. 


ana tie ti 


Competitive Scholarship 
Contest - 1947-48 


Winners 


Rank 1, Four Year Class, $2,000.00 Value: Dor- 
othy Roberta Jones. 515 East Third Street, Ocala, 
Fla. 


Rank 2, Four Year Class, $1,600.00 Value: Mu- 
riel Gear, 505 Columbia Drive, Decatur, Ga. 

Rank 3, Four Year Class, $1,200.00 Value: Wal- 
ter S. Lazenby, Jr., Route 7, Box 300, Memphis, 
Tenn. 

Rank 4, Four Year Class, $1,000.00 Value: John 
Franklin Addams, 30 Indiana Avenue, Fort Tho- 
mas, Ky. 

Rank 5, One Year Class, $500.00 Value: Bryan 
Wright Robinson, 829 North Dawson Street, Tho- 
masville, Ga. 

Rank 6, One Year Class, $400.00 Value: Billy 
Walker, P. O. Box 174, Grandfalls, Tex. 

Rank 7, One Year Class, $300.00 Value: B. 
ag Breitenhirt, Jr., P. O. Box 85, Green Bank, 

. Va. 

Rank 8, One Year Class, $300.00 Value: Mary 
Ann Sibley, 3580 Spottswood, Memphis, Tenn. 

Rank 9, One Year Class, $300.00 Value: William 
_ Brooks, 404 West Campbell Street, Frankfort, 


y. 
Rank 10, One Year Class, $200.00 Value: Betty 
Anne West, P. O. Box 76, Clifton, S. C. 
Rank 11, One Year Class, $200.00 Value: Cora 
Eleanor White, 105 Kentwood Circle, Lenoir, N. C. 
Rank 12, One Year Class, $200.00 Value: Ladson 
F. Owens, Jr., 32 Lemmon Street, Sumter, S. C 
Rank 13, One Year Class, $100.00 Value: Joan 
Williamson, 98 Tenth Street, N.W., Atlanta, Ga. 
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Rank 14, One Year Class, $100.00 Value: Bar. 
bara Ann Clark, 211 Second Avenue, Daytona 
Beach, Fla. 

Rank 15, One Year Class, $100.00 Value: Miss 
Landis Lee Cotten, 1417 Lanier Place, N.E., At- 
lanta, Ga. 

Rank 16, One Year Class, $100.00 Value: Dor. 
— Cundiff, 803 Belhaven Street, Jackson 

, Miss. 

Rank 17, One Year Class, $100.00 Value: Robert 
Stanley Mathews, 1812 Monroe Street, N.W., Wash- 
ington 10, D. C. 

Rank 18, One Year Class, $100.00 Value: Zach- 
ary Taylor Piephoff, Jr.. 714 Elwell Avenue, 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Rank 19, One Year Class, $100.00 Value: Cor- 
— Anne Dick, 1730 Glenwood Place, Memphis, 

enn. 

Rank 20, One Year Class, $100.00 Value: Wayne 
oo Todd, 2625 Dante Street, New Orleans 

, La. 


Honorable Mention 
(No Award) 


(This list is drawn on in order, in case any win- 
ner declines an award.) 
— 21: Carol Ann Catching, Hazlehurst, 
iss. 

Rank 22: Frances Wilson Morton, 303 Jefferson 
Street, Lexington, Va. 

Rank 23: Daniel W. Fagg, Jr., Box 104, Mount 
Olive, N. C. 

Rank 24: Joe Harris McNeely, 1100 North Boule- 
vard, Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

Rank 25: Mary Alice Faulk, 201 West Lee Street, 
Enterprise, Ala. 

Rank 26: Mary Lee Hunnicutt, 136 Winnona 
Drive, Decatur, Ga. 

Rank 27: Miss Varian Faye Helms, 943 Pine 
Grove Avenue, Orlando, Fla. 

Rank 28: Betty Ann McFadden, 400 Jefferson 
Street, Tupelo, Miss. 

Rank 29: Hooper Alexander, III, 38 Woodward 
Avenue, Asheville, N. C. 

Rank 30: Penelope Mary E. Phelps, 809 Fifth 
Street, Bristol, Tenn. 


I 


Rev. Geo. F. Williams, D.D. 


Was born at Summersett, Mich., Dec. 17, 1870, 
and died at the home of his daughter, Mrs. S. A. 
Glover, Pettus, Tex., March 29, 1948, after a linger- 
ing illness of several months. 


Dr. Williams secured his academic education in 
the University of Omaha and his theological train- 
ing in Princeton Theological Seminary, also taking 
pre-law work under the late Woodrow Wilson in 
Princeton University. 


He was ordained by the Omaha (USA) Presby- 
tery Sept. 20, 1899, and served in the USA Pres- 
byterian Church some twenty-one years, minister- 
ing to churches at Bancroft, Seward, Lexington, 
North Platt, Columbus, and Shelton. During 1919- 
20 he was YMCA secretary in Houston, Tex. 
in connection with World War I. He was receive 
into the Presbytery of Western Texas (US) April 
14, 1921, and was a member of this Presbytery 
until his death, serving as pastor at Kingsville, 
1921-35; stated supply at Crystal City, 1936-40; 
and as pastor at Sinton from 1941 until his retire 
ment Oct. 18, 1946. He was awarded his D.D. de 
gree by his alma mater about 1915. 
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Besides his church work, Dr. Williams was active 
in civic work and the Masonic Fraternity, being 
past master of the Blue Lodge and past com- 
mander of the Knights Templar. 


Funeral services were conducted both at Sinton 
and Kingsville, with Rev. G. B. Strickler, Rev. Fran- 
cis M. Davis, D.D., and Rev. J. A. Reed, officiating, 
with interment at Kingsville. 


Survivors include his wife; two daughters, Mrs. 
S. A. Glover, of Pettus, Tex., and Mrs. J. W. Jones, 
of Lake Charles, La.; two sons, George Palmer Wil- 
liams of St.. Louis, Mo., and F. Roger Williams of 
Houston, Tex.; a sister, Mrs. T. M. Wallace of 
Minneapolis, Minn.; and a brother, Fred Williams 
of Enderlain, N. D. 


—_—_— 


An Urgent Call To Prayer 


The critical international conditions which have 
startled the world in recent days lay upon Chris- 
tians everywhere a grave responsibility. We dare 
not be complacent. We are not without personal 
obligation. It is within the province of the Chris- 
tian Church to influence world leaders by our in- 
telligent interest and prayers. The peculiar concern 
of the Church is that peace based upon: Christian 
principles may be realized. The possibility of an- 
other war is overwhelming. The desire of America 
is undoubtedly for peace. We will support our 
President in his desire “toward securing the peace 
and preventing war.’’ What methods the Govern- 
ment finds essential to accomplish those ends are 
our concerns as. citizens. That the ends may be 
achieved is peculiarly the concern of all who have 
yielded their loyalty to “The Prince of Peace.” 


Let us as ministers, officers, and members of the 
Church give ourselves to such importunate prayer 
now as will be assured of God’s answer. 

—J. R. Cunningham, Moderator. 





ATLANTA, GA. 


The Greater Atlanta Leadership Education 
School concluded its sessions recently in the First 
Church. Five courses were offered on the Second 
Series level on five consecutive Monday evenings. 
Courses and faculty were as follows: “Understand- 
ing Our Pupils,” Miss Alice Rivers, Assistant Prin- 
cipal, Napsonian School, Atlanta; ‘Selective Bible 
Study-Gospel Of Mark,” Dr. Manford G. Gutzke, 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur; “The Ad- 
ministration And Government Of The Presbyterian 
Church,” Dr. Samuel A. Cartledge, Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Decatur; “How To Admin- 
ister The Vacation Bible School,” Mrs. Frances H. 
Cheatham, Director of Children’s Work, North 
Georgia Conference, The Methodist Church; “The 
Use Of Visual Aids In Christian Education,” Rev. 
Harold C. Smith, Director of Religious Education, 
Atlanta Presbytery. 


An analysis showed that 353 persons attended 
the school one or more evenings, 247 women and 
106 men. 29 Sunday Schools co-operated by send- 
ing workers. 161 Second Series credits were earned 
by those attending. Despite inclement weather the 
interest was keen and, on vote, it was decided to 
have the same extended type of school next fall. 
The Atlanta Presbyterian Superintendents’ Associa- 
tion sponsored the school and the Presbytery’s Re- 
ligious Education Committee directed it. This is an 
annual feature of the program. 
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FREE to any evangelical Christian Min- 
ister, Sunday School or Missionary Super- 
intendent, one copy of "A SPIRITUAL 
LIGHT SWITCH” for each family in his 
congregation providing he will agree tc 
give a talk on TITHING before distribu- 
tion. Write stating number of leaflets de- 
sired to TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, 
Los Angeles 13, California. 





Davidson College To Continue 
Accelerated Course 


Davidson’s war accelerated course will continue 
for at least one more year, Registrar Fred W. 
Hengeveld said as he announced plans for a two- 
term summer school. 


“We still have an obligation to veterans,” the 
registrar said, “‘to allow them to complete their 
work as quickly as possible and feel that the 
extra length in summer school should be continued 
until this responsibility is fulfilled. We hope to 
get back to the normal six week term in 1949.” 


Work in the laboratory courses will begin on 
June 1 with other classes opening on June 8. The 
second term begins on July 19 and lasts until 
August 27. 


A total of 56 courses, selected from those given 
during the regular school year, will be offered 
during the summer session. 


High school graduates wishing to complete their 
college courses. in less than four. years and public 
school teachers in North Carolina are eligible for 
admission. No co-eds except North Carolina teach- 
ers will be admitted. Registrations for either six 
weék session will be accepted. 


_—e— oo 


CRESTVIEW. FLA: 


The beautiful new educational building of the 
First Presbyterian church is now nearing comple- 
tion, which was started under the leadership of 
our Pastor Rev. James Milton McKnight. He came 
to us a year ago and in that time has doubled 
the membership of the church. There were 60 
members when he came and he has added 63 to the 
church in one year. Beautiful Tower chimes were 
installed for Easter last year. He has stressed the 
Tithe and most of the officers and members are 
now Tithing. A visitation campaign ‘was conducted 
last year and another one is now in progress. 


The church presented the pastor with a large 
purse for Christmas with following letters: ‘‘Please 
accept the attached as a small token of our respect 
and gratitude for a wonderful year’s work in Crest- 
view. Your sermons, your untiring work in all 
directions, as well as your civic attitude have been 
a source of inspiration to all: the members of 
your church as well as other residents of Crest- 
view. We wish to take this opportunity of wishing 
you and your good wife and two sons a very merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year in 1948, in which 
we will realize lots of our ambitions.” 
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Sermon Series On Race And 
The Servant Question 
West Columbia, S. C. 


. The Congregation of the West Columbia Pres- 
jbyterian Church recently had the unusual oppor- 
tunity of listening to a series of sermons on the 
vexing problems of race relationship and the 
servant problem. Our minister, Rev. John C. Black- 
burn, noting the lack of systematic discussion on 
| these themes in the church papers, decided to set 
| forth before his congregation the historic Southern 
[  eneeneenes doctrine on these subjects, as they 
| were grounded in the Scriptures. 


Eight sermons were preached at the afternoon 
| services. The sermons’ titles were as follows: 


Ee 


2. The First United Nations and It’s Negro Presi- 
dent. 


3. The Father of the Faithful and His Faithful 
Servants. 


The origin of Racial Discrimination. 


. Racial Supremacy Up-Side-Down. 
. A Divine Constitution and It’s Slavery Sanctions. 
. The Moral Law and The Equality Complex. 


. Jesus and the Justice of Servitude. 


onn oo - 


. The Apostle to the Gentiles on the Gentile Ser- 
vant Problem. 


The preacher quoted many sources to prove that 
his interpretations of Scripture were orthodox 
Christianity, sound Presbyterianism and pure South- 
ern Presbyterianism. The congregation was freshly 
informed on things that have long been forgotten, 

| and have requested the publication of the series 
' in the Church’s paper, “Old Paths.” —F.C.F. 


\ 


a 





A Different Christmas Sunday 
By Rev. Chauncey Acrey 


Chairman Of Visitation Evangelism 
Campaign Of The Lower Rio Grande 
Valley Area Of Texas 


It was Sunday morning before Christmas Day 
of 1947 in the lower Rio Grande Valley Area of 
Texas. The membership of the eleven Presbyterian 
Churches from Mission to Brownsville awaited the 
11:00 o’clock worship services eagerly! This time, 
is was due to be a different Christmas service! The 
outcome of five months of praying and intelligent 
preparation would be revealed. The results of a 
prayer covenant between twelve ministers would 
be forthcoming at this special service. The effort 
of over one hundred and eighty men, women and 
young people who had spent four nights visiting 
prospects for membership in the local Churches, 
under the leadership of Dr. H. H. Thompson, would 
show its fruit at this Christmas service! 


And it did! At Weslaco 31 people surged down 
the aisles of the Church to unite by letter, by 
statement, and by profession of faith and baptism! 
At San Benito 29 men, women and young folk ap- 
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peared at the 11:00 o’clock Christmas service to 
unite as one body! Brownsville reported that q 
group of 22 souls joined themselves to the fellow. 
ship of the Brownsville congregation that glorious 
day! We shall not take space here to record results 
of each Church, but one by one the Churches re. 
ported. “We received 17 today!” Over yonder they 
took in 14! When the ministers got together jn 
their first meeting after the supreme effort to get 
an accurate accounting, it was revealed that one 
hundred and sixty-eight souls had come into the 
fellowship of the Churches! 


The full story is not yet told! For, there were 
still 99 out of the fold. “Them also must we bring.” 
They too had made decisions for church member- 
ship but for providential reasons were not able to 
attend. Others had set Communion Sunday, Jan- 
uary 4, as the day they would unite. When the 
valley ministers convened once more to bring the 
campaign to a close it was revealed that 267 peo- 
ple had been won into the fellowship of their 
Churches by the faithful effort of over 180 inter- 
ested laymen! 


What a harvest! What an experience! How 
hardly necessary is it to say that this campaign 
produced a spiritual uplift for the entire valley 
community. The ministers are better men for hav- 
ing prayed for each by name daily for five months! 
The men, women and young people on the teams, 
the prayer groups, the faithful groups that served 
the meals, in fact everyone who had any part in 
this campaign in any way, are spiritually enriched 
for having participated in such a worthy Kingdom 
Enterprise! 


We, the Churches of the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley Area of Texas, delight to share with the 
other Churches throughout the Assembly our rich 
experience in Visitation Evangelism. We praise 
God for the way He used Dr. H. H. Thompson in 
our midst. We take this occasion to add our testi- 
mony to that of many others with the hope that it 
may inspire other Churches or groups of Churches 
to undertake the program which our Saviour so 
richly blessed in the days of His flesh. 





Field Director Named 


Roy LeCraw, director of the Presbyterian Pro- 
gram of Progress, announces the appointment of 
the Rev. Bruce C. Boney, D.D., as Field Director 
of the movement. Doctor Boney will give his full 
time to promoting the work of the Program of Pro- 
gress throughout the area of the General Assembly, 
LeCraw stated. 


Doctor Boney’s career has fitted him in an un- 
usual degree for the organizational work which is 
essential in order to translate the vision of the 
Program of Progress into action and achievement, 
LeCraw points out. 





Potomac Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Potomac will meet in Inver- 
ness Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, Md., at 9:30 
A. M., April 20, 1948. 

Thomas W. Hooper, Stated Clerk. 





Dallas Presbytery 


The Stated Spring Meeting of Dallas Presbytery 
will be held in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Ennis, Tex., on April 27, 1948, at 2:00 P.M. 


| 
- 
| 
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Presbytery Of Western Texas 


The Presbytery of Western Texas will meet in 
stated spring session in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Harlingen, Tex., on Tuesday, April 13, 
1948, at 8:00 P. M. Each session should send or 
bring its sessional record for examination by Pres- 


bytery. 
T. H. Pollard, Stated Clerk. 


Presbytery Of Winchester 


The Presbytery of Winchester will meet in Wood- 
we Va., on Tuesday, April 27, 1948, at 11:00 
A.M. 


(Changed by the Moderator from Bunker Hill 
by request of the Bunker Hill Church, which is now 
without a pastor). 


Jos. A. McMurray, Stated Clerk. 


Assembly’s Training School 


Contributions of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
to the General Assembly’s Training School, Rich- 
mond, Va. For the Month of February: 1948, $2,- 
804.39; 1947, $2,279.57. For the Year: 1948, $32,- 
585.79; 1947, $29,177.40. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


a 
THE KINGSHIP OF CHRIST 


By W. A. Visser’t Hooft. Published by Harpers’ 
Publishing Company, New York, N. Y. Price $1.75. 


These are the Stone Lectures delivered at 
Princeton Theological Seminary in 1947. They 
show the current trend in Continental theology. 
The author thinks that the Reformation did not 
place sufficient emphasis upon the glory and 
might of Christ as the present Lord and King. 
He finds this lack indicated by the fact that neith- 
er Luther nor Calvin wrote on the Book of Revela- 
tion. Moreover, many of Luther’s followers have 
distorted his testimony to God as our Mighty 
Fortress, into a doctrine that Christians owe al- 
legiance to two different Lords. The pre-temporal 
glory of Christ has been stressed at the expense 
of His present Lordship. In the testing through 
which the Church has come in Europe she has 
learned that the Lord of the Church is Lord of 
all, that all power is in His hands, and that she 
is called to testify to His sole Kingship. 


The discovery that the King-Messiah and the 
people of God belong together has brought about 
a revolutionary conception in the realm of ecclesi- 
ology. Jesus did found “my Church” just as the 
King properly called the people of God “my sheep.” 
However, “the Church is only a part, though the 
central part of the Reign of God” and “the 
Church exists —_ in permanent dialogue with 
its Lord.” “The Church which knows itself to be 
the instrument used by the King for the salvation 
of man speaks, therefore, without uncertainty 
and confusion about the victory of its Lord and the 
revelance of that victory for the life of man to- 
day.” Our mandate is to announce the great deeds 
of God in Christ. 


_Speaking of Church unity, Visser’t Hooft in- 
sists that true unity is unity in Christ and in the 
obedient following of His will. “The search for 


the unity of the Church must be identical with 
the search for Jesus Christ as Head and Lord 
of the Church.” And “The Kingship means 
Christocracy but not ecclesiology.” The Roman 
Catholics blurred the line of demarcation between 
Christ and the Church, and Protestantism faces 
the same danger “of identifying the Church an¢ 
its Lord.” This testimony from the distinguishe? 
Secretary of the World Council, is identical with 
the testimony we have borne against the 1947 
Plan of Union. That Plan is the sacrifice of our 
Southern Presbyterian witness to the sole King- 
ship of Christ over His body the Church. It blurs 
the line between the laws of Christ the King and 
the laws of the Church and so opens the way for 
“church-centered power politics.” 


Further, Visser’t Hooft holds that the doctrine 
of the present Kingship of Christ over the world 
provides the basis for a social gospel which is 
truly a gospel. He professes a concept in which 
one does not need to choose between an indi- 
vidualistic pietism that forgets the cosmic propor- 
tions of the Biblical message and a social moral- 
ism that neglects its eschatological character. 
“The one important thing is to be with the Kin~ 
and to obey Him.” The Bible gives us the basic 
insights concerning God’s design for man, fo~ 
society, for the state which we need to arrive 2* 
Christian decisions and these realms. “The socia! 
or better, the cosmic gospel must base itself on 
the Bible as a whole, on the Gospel of the Old and 
New Testaments and on the law that forms par’ 
of that gospel.” “A social gospel worthy of its 
name is therefore not an additional gospel, bu‘ 
simply the prolongation of the Gospel itself.’’ 
“The incarnation finds its analogy in concern for 
individual men; justification in concern with jus- 
tice; the liberty of God’s children .in civil liberty: 
the ecumencial character of the Church in inter- 
national understanding.” 


The acceptance of this point of view would be 
a definite improvement on _ the_ typical social 
gospel pronouncements by the Federal Council. 
Their 1947 Labor Day essage is in sharpes! 
contrast with this program both in its total 
omission of the Bible and in its minimum treat. 
ment of Christ. Christ is only brought in to try 
to foist upon Him the Federal Council’s erroneou 
assertion that all men have a common destiny. 


We are not sure, however, that Dr. Visser’t 
Hooft is basing his application of the Kingship o° 
Christ upon an entirely adequate doctrine of the 
Bible. The Church doctrine means the application 
of the Bible as the Word of God written to every 
life and to all of life. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
governs the Church, men, and nations by the sword 
of the Spirit which is the Word of God. We wel- 
come this challenging study. 


William C. Robinson. 


——————e—____— 


THE HEART OF THE YALE 
LECTURES 


Batsell Barrett Baxter. Published by The Mac- 
millan Co., 60 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N. Y. 
Price $2.50. 


When Dr. Baxter decided. to: distil sixty-six 
volumes of Yales lectures on preaching and put the 
quintessence of them in one book of only 308 pages 
he undertook an almost impossible task. In view 
of this stupendous assignment the author has 
achieved remarkable success. We would be un- 
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warranted in making the inference that this one 
volume contains everything of value in the sixty- 
six volumes, but it is safe to say that his analyses 
give most of the germinal ideas presented in the 
Lyman-Beecher lectureship. 


A young theological student asked a famous 
preacher one day a pointed question. He inquired, 
“What in your opinion is the first essential of 
success in the ministry?” The older minister re- 
plied, “Learn to preach.” One of the ways in 
which we may learn to preach is by listening to 
the instructions of the masters in this field. 


These Yale lectures are not of equal value. Some 
were delivered by warm-hearted evangelicals and 
others by confirmed modernists. Because of this 
the author exercised good judgment when he wrote 
“In this volume I have not undertaken to endorse 
the various expressions of these eminent men, but 
rather to report them so that the reader may 
judge them for himself.” This volume will benefit 
any preacher who is willing to show himself “ap- 
proved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed.” —John R. Richardson. 


—— Qe 
WITHOUT HALOS 


By Bess White Cochran. Published by The West- 
minister Press, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $2.50. 


This is another in the lengthening line of books 
which purport to give the “inside” story of par- 
sonage life. One gets the impression that the 
vrovince of the Church, the area generally includ- 
ing local church properties, is inhabited by queer 
people, in the midst of whom lives the noble and 
silently suffering parson with his more or less noble 
and suffering brood. The only one who outdoes 
the parson in practical saintliness is the parson’s 
good wife, who has all his religion plus a flair for 
executing with amazing deftness all of the mechani- 
cal turns of everyday life. The children never 
seem to catch on as to what makes Papa tick, 
though they do manage to sympathize with him in 
his never-ending touch and go with his congre- 
gation. This book is not so much narrative for its 
own sake as it is a series of fictionized essays. 
The author sets the stage with a bit of personal- 
ized fiction and then makes her point as to what 
is good or bad with the Church in a particular 
field. The perspective is from the author’s back- 
ground as a daughter of a minister of the Christian 
denomination who held pastorates in the Middle and 
Far West. —wW. D. Gray. 


—_——_@—____ 


HOW MUCH HOW LITTLE 


By Rev. J. A. Baldwin. Order from the Author, 
201 Middleton Drive, Charlotte, N. C. Price $2.00. 


Many vital questions are discussed in this book. 
They deal primarily with the Bible and Church 
history. Much thought is devoted to the subject 
of spiritual power. A sizeable portion of the book 
points out that individuals in the Church as a whole 
have sometimes seemed almost to lose entirely 
the Divine touch. At other times spiritual heights 
have been reached for which no earthly explana- 
tion could be given. This spiritual power in the 
Church has been opposed by materialism in all 
ages and it “reached its most malignant aspects 
just before the Reformation.” the author believes 
that there has been a determined fight against 
the supernatural. This conflict has taken three 
forms: first, the denial of the inspiration of the 
Bible; second, the denial of the Deity of Christ, 
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and third, an almost total neglect to recognize the 
Deity of the Holy Spirit, and failure to seek and 
receive His help. The author states that there 
have been three periods where this conflict has 
been hurtful: Arianism in the fourth century; 
Deism in the 18th century; and modernism jpn 
the 20th century. Then he observes, “In each of 
the periods the spiritual tone and condition of the 
world became very low, but the world emerged 
from the first two. We are in the third, modern- 
ism, today. In order to get out three things are 
necessary; we must work, and fight, and pray.” 


An important chapter discusses the three dis. 
pensations of grace. The word “dispensation” might 
frighten some, but the way in which the author 
employs the word has nothing to do with what is 
known as “modern dispensationalism.” 


Another illuminating section is on “Revivals In 
America.” Although it is somewhat sketchy it 
contains a number of helpful insights. 


All of our readers will probably not agree with 
some of the views of the author on sanctification, 
but nevertheless, Christians should have their 
attention called to this subject more frequently. 


The author is to be commended for his uncon- 
promising testimony to the truths of evangelical 
Christianity. Although many of his fellow-Meth- 
odists do not hold as tenaciously to these beliefs 
we afe convinced that they can not successfully 
gainsay his affirmations. 


The closing part of this book contains an analysis 
of the conflict in Protestant Churches today be- 
tween evangelicals and modernists. He states, “It 
is a contest between those who believe the Bible 
and those who believe it in spots, and each man 
selects the special spots that appeal to him and 
rejects those that do not. That is, the contest 
is between the conservatives and liberals.”’ In this 
connection he refers to our own Church. He writes 
that this contest “‘is intense just now in the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church. The issue is as to 
union with the Northern Presbyterian Church. 
Most of the older ministers oppose it because they 
think modernism is worse in the Northern Church. 
Most of the younger men recently from the semi- 
naries favor it. The spiritual atmosphere is dis- 
tressing low.’”’ The author bids us turn to the 
Holy Spirit in prayer that He may guide us out 
of this collosal conflict. Surely this is our only 
hope! —John R. Richardson. 


> 


Little Folded Hands. Prayers For Children. Pub- 
lished by The Concordia Publishing House, 3558 
South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis 18, Mo. Price 
$.45. Prayers for morning, evening, and for the 
table. Prayers for sickness and general occasions. 


Amalak. By Allene Albrecht. Published by The 
Concordia Publishing House, 3558 South Jefferson 
Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price $.25. An illustrated 
hero story for children. 


Children Of The Sands. By Allene Albrecht. 
Published by The Concordia Publishing House, 2558 
South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price $.25. 
A children’s story with illustrations by Charles A. 
Morganthaler. 


Chuck Dressler. By G. L. Wind. Published by 
The Concordia Publishing House, 3558 South Jef- 
ferson Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price $1.00. An en 


gaging story of an active boy with a strong Chris 
tian character. 
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My Redeemer Lives. An Easter Program. By 
William G. Kennell. Published by the Concordia 
Publishing House, 3558 South Jefferson Avenue, 
St. Louis, Mo. Price $.70. 


Be Of Good Courage. By E. J. Sa-eska. Pub- 
lished by The Concordia Publishing House, 3558 
South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price 20c. 
A booklet of inspiration for the sick. 


Growing Up With Jesus. By A. C. Mueller. Pub- 
lished by The Concordia Publishing House, 3558 
South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price $2.50. 
Psychological aids based on teachings of the Bible 
to help parents and teachers to train children from 
the Christian viewpoint. Emphasis is placed upon 
the behavior of parents as a pattern of the behavior 
of children. 


Brief Introduction To The New Testament. By 
Adam W. Miller. Published by The Warner Press, 
Anderson, Ind. Price 75¢ (paper binding’. A prac- 
tical introduction to the New Testament for Sun- 
day School teachers. 


Stories Of Jesus For Boys And Girls. By Ethel 
Phillips. Published by The Warner Press, Anderson, 
Ind. Price $1.50. Simple stories of our Lord de- 
signed for boys and girls. This book is beautifully 
illustrated. 


Daniel The Prophet. By Dr. M. R. DeHaan. Pub- 
lished by The Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $3.00. 35 stories on the Book 
of Daniel originally presented and broadcast over 
Dr. DeHaan’s world-wide radio Bible Class. These 
= are written from the dispensational point 
of view. 


Ten Famous Boys Of The Bible. By Basil Miller. 
Published by The Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. Stories of Bible 
boys who became famous. Designed for teen-agers. 


Linda Lu. Girl Detective. By Dan E. L. Patch. 
Published by The Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. A fascinating 
any that should interest junior and intermediate 
girls. 


Animal Stories For Children. By Uncle Walter. 
Published by The Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 35c. 


_ Christian Nursery Rhymes. By Mildred Morn- 
ingstar. Published by Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 75c. 


It’s In The Bible Quizzes. By F. Herbert Moehl- 
mann. Published by The Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 50c. A variety of 
contests on the Bible written by a Chaplain in the 
U. S. Army. 


Round Table Programs For Young People. By 
Robert Parsons. Published by Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 50c. The Bible, 
Worldly Pleasures, Sin and A New Creation are the 
Subjects discussed by young people in this booklet. 


Tom Huntner, Sophmore Pitcher. By Ken Ander- 
Son. Published by Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. 


. Koko Of The Airways. By Basil Miller. Pub- 
lished by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. 
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Patty Lou, Flying Missionary. By Basil Miller. 
Published by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price 75c. 


Ten Famous Girls Of The Bible. By Basil Miller. 
Published by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. 


Adventures with the Story Tellers. By Ken An- 
derson. Published by Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. Adventure stories 
ne how God loves and watches boys and 
girls. 


The Jew In History And Destiny. By Hyman 
J. Appelman. Published by Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 35c. The story 
of the Jew written by a converted Jew showing that 
salvation is the Jew’s only hope. 


Lively Bible Quizzes. By Vernon Howard. Pub- 
lished by The Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price 35c. 


Will The Circle Be Unbroken. By Hyman J. 
Appelman. Published by Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. Six warm- 
hearted messages with an evangelistic appeal. 


Hell. By Hyman J. Appleman. Published by The 
a Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price 35c. 


Swords And Plowshares. By V. Raymond Edman, 
Ph.D. Published by Van Kampen Press, 542 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, Ill. Price 50c. A con- 
cise analysis of the problem of peace written by the 
President of Wheaton College. 


How To Teach Obedience. Series “‘A” of The 
Evangelical Home-Makers’ Guide. Published by The 
Van Kampen Press, 542 South Dearborn Street, 
Chicago 5, Ill. Price 35c. Introduction by Dr. Leslie 
R. Marston, President of the Commission On Chris- 
tian Education of the Free Methodist Church. 


How To Train Children Morally. Series “B’ of 
The Evangelical Home-Makers’ Guide. Published by 
The Van Kampen Press, 542 South Dearborn Street, 
Chicago 5, Ill. Price 35c. Introduction by Dr. R. L. 
Decker, President of N. A. E. 


God Is My Landlord. By Raymond J. Jeffreys. 
Published by The Van Kampen Press, 542 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, Ill. Price $1.50. A 
remarkable story of an experiment made by a 
Christian business man to illustrate certain truths 
of Scripture. This is a fine testimony on tithing. 
It submits evidence that God definitely honors 
those who seek to glorify Him. A splendid addition 
to stewardship literature. 


Adventure In An Indian Cemetery. By C. Paul 
Hutchins. Published by The Van Kampen Press, 542 
South Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, Ill. Price 75c. 
A Sugar Creek gang story. 


Distinctive Gospel Songs. Published by The Van 
Kampen Press, 542 South Dearborn Street, Chicago 
5, Ill. Price 60c. Favorites everywhere and with all 
Gospel singers. For radio programs and as special 
music. 


Manna-Music. Compiled by Paul Hutchens. Pub- 
lished by The Van Kampen Press, 542 South Dear- 
born Street, Chicago 5, Ill. Price 60c. Solos, Duets, 
Trios, Quartets. 
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DUCATION FOR FREEDO 


Culture is not enough. Greece developed an unusually high degree of culture 
but Greece fell. 
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Legislation is not enough. Rome framed great laws, which are studied even 
in modern law schools, but the Roman Empire fell. 
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Technical Training is not enough. Germany produced outstanding techni- 
cians, but this did not prevent the tragic experience of two World Wars. 


Patriotism is not enough. All nations have had loyal citizens. But loyalty 
may be blind, ignorant, misguided, narrow, self-satisfied, and uncritical— 
leading to isolation and stagnation. 


Christian Education imparting eternal truth, leads to God who can change 
people and nations and establish an enduring civilization. 


Christian Education presents all facts, without fear or favor, emphasizing 
the one great Fact of history—God. 


Christian Education helps to interpret the facts of life in the light of God 
and His revelation. 


Christian Education suggests ideals and modes of action for the good of all 
peoples, in all countries, and in all times. 


Christian Education appeals to the individual consciences on the fact of a 
personal God manifested in Jesus Christ. 


Christian Education explains true freedom in the light of the words of Jesus 
Christ: “If ye continue in My word then are ye My disciples indeed—and ye 
shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” 


The Presbyterian Institutions of Christian H igher Education provide Educa- 
tion for Freedom in these anxious, troubled days. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION 


Wade H. Boggs - Executive Secretary William H. Hopper - Treasurer 














410 Urban Building — Louisville (2) Kentucky 
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